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Soon!!!

Commodore’s Report
Glen Dickson

However, be warned. We will pay the price.
Next year and the year after we can expect
lower water in the bay. Pray for a return to
big snowfall next winter, as much as I hate
saying that.
I would like to again recognize the great
work put in by our facilities chair Chris
Smith. The entrance to the building is a
wonderful, bright and inviting place now
that he’s replaced the ceiling tiles and
installed a number of LED pot lights. The
lady’s washroom update is pretty much
complete. Great work!

Spring has apparently arrived early this
year! As much as I’ve appreciated the warm
winter however, I can’t help but worry about
our water levels in the short term.
I must admit, I was expecting to pay the
price this season. After enjoying very high
water levels last year, there was the expected
drop late last fall of about 2 feet. The ramp
on A dock dropped downwards
significantly, and the big rock by the sewer
was well above water.
I was a little surprised then while when on
vacation in the south I noticed some photos
published by Doug Welch that showed a
very unfrozen bay, and the rock was under
water again! This doesn’t usually happen
until high water around May.
Others have since informed me that this year
will be another high water year. The
northern Great Lakes are down in level, but
the Lower Great Lakes are up. This is due to
the fact that it takes a couple of years for the
water levels to circulate from the upper to
the lower lakes. We’re still enjoying the
benefits of last years high snowfall and ice
levels.

It was unfortunate that we had to cancel the
Valentine’s dance. Annette and her team put
in a lot of planning only to have very poor
ticket sales. The decision was made a few
days prior to cut our losses and nix the
event. But I do want to say that there was a
day when dances and monthly parties at the
club were the norm, and very well attended.
For a number of years now we’ve struggled
with poor numbers for a number of
attempted gatherings, and I’m really not sure
why. This club has always been, at its core,
a social gathering place for boaters. The
social part of it seems to be struggling. Any
suggestions would be most welcome. Our
entertainment committee is trying very hard
to find ways to get people out in greater
numbers, and I applaud their efforts. Don’t
give up!
A couple of updates from the February
General Meeting. Our finances are in very
good shape. Thanks to Maureen Dike’s
diligence with our dollars, we were able to
once again add a substantial amount to the
reserves. Even though we still have 2 years
to go on repaying the dredging loan, she’s
managed to keep those contributions at the
same levels as prior, and that goes a long

way towards helping fund my next
discussion point. The retaining walls.
The next big spend…. The East and South
walls are obviously at the end of their life
spans, and are starting to crumble. The area
immediately to the south of Oops is in
extremely bad shape, and I worry about
children playing around there, even though
we’ve taken temporary steps to shore things
up.
Greg Greason is currently working with
several people and companies to formulate a
plan to rebuild those areas. Thankfully we
didn’t plan for this winter, as little ice in the
bay would have completely derailed those
plans by not allowing us out on the ice to
work. We hope to have a firm plan later this
season, and with luck, start this coming
winter. Watch for some big work parties,
and more info will likely be forthcoming at
each of the upcoming General Meetings.
Also on the table for discussion was a
discussion around electroshock drowning,
and shore power safety. This is a big item
for many clubs on the lake, and while we’ve
talked a lot over the last couple of years,
we’ve done nothing.
Watch for that to change at FBYC, and
soon. We are putting a team of electrical
specialists together, and they will be
formulating a test routine for this season.
We’ll be putting our test methods to the
challenge early this season to start testing
boat power systems for electrical leakage.
It’s a simple thing to test really, and the idea
is to identify just how big an issue we have.
Once we have a routine in place that we’re
comfortable with, the club will form an
official policy, with hopes to implement it
for next season. This policy will likely be
along the lines of our members having so

much time to have their boat tested, and if it
fails, an additional time period to implement
repairs or modifications or they will be
denied access to our shore power systems.
Also, homemade shore power cords will
most definitely be banned from our dockside
power system.
We hope to put together several information
seminars this boating season to help educate
our members on what we’ll be looking for,
why it’s important, and what we the
members need to do to alleviate the
problem.
A big shout out to our new Webmaster,
Doug Welch. The new website is live, and
the change is very welcome! Great job
Doug!
I know Doug is anxious for feedback, and
suggestions on additions to the information
currently provided. Doug can be reached at
webmaster@fbyc.ca.
Finally, we have to discuss our Visa
payment system at the bar. When we went
with Elevon a few years ago, I was part of
the team that reviewed the contract and
found no loopholes for them to charge us
any more than the written percentage
quoted. However, they know their own
loopholes! Currently, Elevon is charging us
approximately 10% per month to use their
service, far above the stated 2.75% due to
hidden charges. We are looking into
challenging them, and alternatives.
Suffice it to say, 10% is a losing proposition
for a non-profit organization.
That’s all for now. See you at the yard in a
few weeks!

John Frenke
Honourary Lifetime Member Award
Bob Hickson

As many members are aware, John Frenke
has moved to the west end and joined the
Oakville Yacht Squadron to be near his
family.
John has been a long time member of FBYC
and has always been very active in the Club
and we wish him well in his new home and
Club.
Most noteworthy of his many
accomplishments and contributions to the
Club are;
 48 years as an FBYC member.
 Past Commodore 1976 & 1977.
 Avid, very competitive racer. In
recent years, Mermaid III has won
numerous races with John at the helm.
 Long time supporter of the Junior
Sailing Club & Race Team. John
could always be counted on to fix
whatever was broken and do whatever
needed to be done.
 Club diplomat. John could always be
counted on as a voice of reason during
heated discussions at the General
Meetings.
 Work party stalwart. John was always
at the work parties to help with docks,
grounds … whatever the current
project was.
 Great friend. mentor and member.
In recognition, the Club granted John a Honourary,
Life Time Membership.
The award was presented to John at the Annual
FBYC Awards Night. However, the award plaque
was incomplete at awards night. The award was
subsequently completed and given to John on
December 19.

Vice Commodore’s Report
John Redman

The end of winter must be near, I heard a
number of covers have been peeled of and
preparations for the season have started. I
had hoped to be out for Wednesday night
racing to start my season this week but the
Thunderstorms running through Corpus
Christi Wednesday kept us on shore. I am
looking forward to next Wednesday.
Preparations are well under way for Sailpast
on June 4th and I hope you have it marked on
your calendar. The Duty Officer schedule is
being prepared and should be ready for the
start of April with first shift on Friday, April
25.
Stay safe as you complete your spring
preparations, and I will see you in the yard
when I get back.

FBYC Fleet Report March 2016
David Riegert RC Fleet
We had over 50 people
turn out in January for
the Castle’s report on
their epic summer
sailing adventure in the
south Pacific. A good
time was had by all as
we met and enjoyed the ambiance of the regatta
room. Thanks Craig for preparing and sharing.
On February 24 the weather was unstable, but our
presenter was willing to come and it is difficult to
reschedule an event in a busy FBYC calendar.
Those who braved the elements received useful
information from David Sandford about shore (AC)
power. The club executive will be taking steps to
improve the safety of our dock facilities for the
enjoyment of members and visitors. The
effectiveness of these endeavours will be
somewhat dependent on the compliance of all boat
owners.
The final winter seminar for this season will be on
March 30. Brian Chapman from UK Sailmakers will
be speaking on “Sail and Rigging Trim for Optimal
Boat Speed.” All skippers, crew, and potential crew
are encouraged to attend.
The sail/cruise calendar for 2016 is 99% booked.
The information is on the website. Thanks to Doug
Welch for revamping the site. All the dates have
been incorporated into one club calendar. You can
click on an event and have it copied into your own
personal web-based calendar. This is a good place
to check as you plan your summer activities.
Related information for racers. According to Sailing
Instructions for 2015, only the following races are
counted for Boat of the Year award: spring,
summer 1, summer 2, and fall series; single
handed, double handed, and Mayor’s challenge
pursuit races.

Launching starts in six weeks!!
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in your life on the water. mention this
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http://www.fbycsailingschool.com/#!foradults/h0gdw
I would like to introduce our teaching staff
for the season ahead:
Sean Magee-Saxton, Head Instructor
2016 is Sean’s first year
at FBYC Sailing School,
but he is no stranger to
teaching sailing on Lake
Ontario. Sean has been an
instructor and a race
coach at a number of different clubs around
Toronto, as well as at Queen’s University in
Kingston. Recently. he represented Canada
at the international Laser Performance
Collegiate Cup. He also has a black belt in
Tae Kwon Do.
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Committee Boat Report
Chuck Watson

Regarding the re-powering of the club
Committee Boat I recently stopped into
Durham Marine. Although Winston was on
vacation his employee told me that the
engine has been prepped, they ran it in the
shop and I must say looks very good. The
out drive has been overhauled. They are just
waiting for some decent weather to do the
install. I will follow up on batteries and
ignition switch and gauges as the install
unfolds.
Also our launch date is set for Monday April
25. I hope to find someone to paint anti
fowling on her prior to that. Cheers "

FROM BEHIND THE BAR
TAYLOR ROBINSON

The Bar has been slow through these last
few months. Dark and cold must be to
blame. It must be noted that with
Entertainment’s organization of game
nights, we have had some fun turnouts.
With spring approaching, our Members are
starting to get excited to meet in the
boatyard in anticipation of launch. Then I
will start to see more of my smiling friends
again. Remember, as always, I am available
to help co-ordinate your private events at the
club. Be sure to call me and give me your
details.
In the meantime, Happy Spring and I will be
seeing you soon “From Behind the Bar”.

Entertainment,
Annette Reesor

And looking ahead:

Entertainment Committee has organized a
number of events so far in 2016. The
'Minute to Win it' pub night was a lot of
fun, and of the eight contestants, Dave
Riegert took the title of champion. Thanks to
Connie & Victoria Dickson for all of your
organization and work. (Already contestants
and audience are looking forward to
participating in next year's competition.)
Celebrating Robbie Burns: Haggis,
Highland Dancers & Scotch Tasting Thanks to Peter & Judy Bellstedt for
organizing an enjoyable evening at Miller
Lash House's annual Robbie Burns night.
Super Bowl 2016 - Who would have
guessed that a vegetarian 'chili' would win
the Super Bowl Chili cook off? There were
at least 10 different chilies to taste and
sample. Congratulations to Pat Welch, who
took the most votes with her refreshing
version of a 'cold bean chili'. Thanks to
everyone who brought all the delicious pots
of chili. It was a very tasty evening, and the
Regatta room was full. Thanks for coming
out.
The Valentine's Dance was cancelled due to
lack of interest/availability. There is always
an element of risk/chance when planning
events, but ticket sales were low, and a
quick poll indicated the most likely people
to come out, were not going to do
so. Apologies to anyone who was
disappointed.

March 18 - St Paddy's Friday Pub Night
The Entertainment committee will be
offering a steak & mushroom or chicken
pie, served with salad, for $12 a
plate. More details to follow. Please email
entertainment@fbyc to sign up.

Andrea Zeeb
Get out on the water! June 25 2016 will be a
very busy day at the club. This joint effort
between the junior and senior club is
expected to showcase our club to friends we
have not met yet, and neighbours, and
hopefully to aspiring sailors. I will be
asking for volunteers for the day, to take out
families or individuals. Your commitment
would only be for 2-3 hours depending on
how long you’re out on the water. We had
great participation last year, and lots of
fun. Watch for more in upcoming Sailpast
reports!

Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club Calendar
March 2016

◄ February

Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

April ►

Thu
3

Fri
4

Sat
5

Pub night
1900
Regatta Rm

6

7

8

9

10

Board Meeting
1930
Regatta Rm

13

14

11

12

Pub night
1900
Regatta Rm

15

16

17

18

19

Pub night +
St. Patricks day
dinner
1900
Regatta Rm

20

21

22

23

24

25
Good Friday

27

28
Easter

29

30
U K Sail trim
Seminar 1930
Bar open 1900

31

Notes:

26

Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club
April 2016

◄ March

Sun

Mon

Tue

May ►

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Rm

3

4

Private function

Board Meeting
1930
Regatta Rm

10

11

5

6

7

Private function
Flag room
0800 - 1700

12

13

8

9

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Rm

14

15

16

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Rm

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Rm

24

25

26

27
Warm up race

Created with WinCalendar Calendar Maker
.

28

29
Pub Night 1900
Regatta Rm

30

Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club
May 2016

◄ April

Sun
1

Mon
2

Tue
3

Board Meeting
1930
Regatta Rm

8

9

June ►

Wed
4

Thu
5

Spring # 1

10

11

16

17

18

12

19

Spring # 3

22

23

24

Victoria Day

29

30

25
Spring # 4

31

6

Sat
7

Pub Night
1900
Regatta Rm

Spring # 2

15

Fri

13

14

Pub Night
1900
Regatta Rm

Auction, bake sale +
bbq

20

21

Pub Night
1900
Regatta Rm

26

27

28

Pub Night
1900
Regatta Rm

Notes:

More Calendar: Jun, Jul, PDF Calendar

Created with WinCalendar Calendar Maker
.
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Toll Free: 1-800-463-3156
2 Bunhill Court, Ajax, ON L1Z 1X5
Email: quote@gwilliamesinsurance.com
www.gwilliamesinsurance.com

FBYC Board of Directors, 2016
Commodore (Flag Officer)
Glen Dickson
Vice Commodore (Flag Officer)
John Redman
Vice Commodore, Facilities (Flag Officer) Byron Lucas
Rear Commodore, Fleet, (Flag Officer) Dave Riegert
Rear Commodore, Harbour, (Flag Officer)
Greg Greason
Secretary
Denis Carrier
Treasurer
Dave Alexander
Immediate Past Commodore
Erick Magi
FBYC Committee Chairpersons, 2016
Cruise Committee
Mike Brajac
House Committee
Chris Smith
Boat Committee
Chuck Watson
Grounds Committee
Entertainment Committee
Membership Committee
Public Relations Committee
Sailpast Editor
Webmaster
Sailing School Director
Club Steward

Peter Chalkley
Annette Reesor
Sam Cummings
Ed Fulton
Bill Newman
Doug Welch
Jeff Blundel
Taylor Robinson

What a Sailpast!
Contributed by Bill Graham
Every five years the parade of ships “SAIL
AMSTERDAM” takes place. In August
thousands of vessels, from small sailboats to
large replicas of caravels arrived at the IJ
bay north of the city all together and then
passed to the capital of the Netherlands in
2015 involving 8,000 vessels!

