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Farewell Dennis, Old Friend
Bill Newman

An old friend of many at FBYC, Dennis Furnis sadly passed away quietly on March, 29, 2015. I happened to
find out quite by accident on April 22. Speaking to his wife Cynthia, that day, she told me that when things
were nearing the end he insisted that he did not want a funeral or memorial or announcement or any fuss at all.
His family agreed and acted according to his wishes. It does sounds like the Dennis that I and many others,
have known for many years.
Dennis was a very early and long-time member of FBYC. He was shop foreman at Whitby Boat Works where
he built many Alberg 30s, including his own, when Canadian built boats were common and much in demand.
Later while he owned and operated Northern Yachts, and built many more fine boats, probably most of which
are still sailing. In more recent years, Dennis was the go-to guy for almost everything that might be going
wrong or you suspect might be going wrong with your boat. I know that many people at FBYC and many
others in the sailing/boating community will miss him. I certainly have for the past couple of years when he
was quite ill and there was no one like Dennis to talk to. He was master of all trades when it came to boats. He
was one of a kind.
I thank you old friend, for all your help over many years. You were a mentor, an advisor, a fixer of mysterious
nautical issues, real and imagined, as well as occasionally, a stubborn, opinionated old bugger but most of all,
the very finest of gentlemen who I was a privileged to know.
Farewell, old friend, I wish you fair winds, calm seas and sunlit skies wherever you may be.

Commodore’s Report
Erick Magi

Finally we have arrived. The weather has improved
just as I promised and the harbour is filling full of
boats.
If you have not been down to the club you may not
be aware of a very big change. Our patio has
doubled in size. As I write to you the final work is
being done on the awning framework. It will be
delivered this week and will be assembled and
ready for the actual awning measurement. I would
like to thank everyone that has spent the last four
Saturdays and time during the week to get this
project done and on schedule. I personally want to
thank Alan MacDonald for all of his planning and
hard work! Glen has been able to arrange for two
more picnic tables, bringing our total up to eight.
There will be four under the awning and four on the
extension. It looks great already and I can't wait to
see it when it is all done. So shame on you Glen,
you didn't think it could be done in time. There will
be more opportunities these coming weekends prior
to Sailpast for you to get work hours. We want the
club ship shape so watch your email for details.
Speaking of Sailpast, Glen has everything planned
and it promises to be a wonderful day. We just hope
as we do every year for nice weather. This weekend
marks the start of the sailing season and it also is
where we introduce and welcome new members to
the club. We encourage all members to attend with
family and friends and respectfully ask you wear
smart attire.

At our last General Meeting we had a request made
to come up with a Club Dock Box policy. The
Board has discussed and approved the following;
In order to keep uniformity there is only one type of
dock box you may use. It is the Trionic Triangular
Dock Box model 8000.
It measures 48-1/4X28X30. This box mounts
suspended over the water where the main dock and
your finger intersect. The box is to be mounted on
two 2X6's running diagonally to support the front
and back of the box. Nat's Marine supplies can
order them and they are $445 plus tax (price subject
to change).
I will put a page together with photos and put it on
the bulletin board.
It is nice to see the club come back to life after such
a long and miserable winter and I have enjoyed
seeing and spending time with many of you over the
last month or so!

Vice Commodore’s Report
Glen Dickson

If you are at all interested, please send a note to
either Erick Magi or myself.
I‘m sure our new patio will be mentioned elsewhere
in this issue, but I do want to add that it looks
fantastic already. Our thanks to Alan MacDonald
for taking charge of the work and doing a
phenomenal job. Also thanks to all those who have
put in some back breaking hours lifting sod, digging
dirt, raking, levelling, laying stones and feeding the
crews. The efforts show.
The framework for the cover should be up shortly,
and from there we hope to have the cover installed
in time for Sailpast. Fingers crossed!
Finally, we have ordered the last 2 required new
patio tables thanks to the generous donations by
Phil and Elaine Gwilliames, and Alan May and
Brent Hughes from UCCI.

June 6th will be our 53rd annual Sailpast. Please
come out to join us for what is always one of the
best days of the year.
Dinner tickets are available now for $20 per person.
Kids meals are $10. Simply drop me a note at
vice@fbyc.ca to reserve.
The dinner menu this year is again from BBQ
Gourmet:
Choice of:
Pulled Pork on a Bun w/ Zesty Sauce
Herb Rubbed Chicken on a Bun
Grilled Veggie Burger
And:
Sweet Mountain Coleslaw
Traditional Potato Salad
Black Bean, Corn and Red Pepper Salad
Coca Cola Brand Soft Drinks, Iced Tea
and Bottled Water (1pp)
Tarts and Squares
Price: $20 per guest
At the last board meeting, I brought up the request
to add a fund raising committee to the club. I think
that at least for the next few years, raising funds for
several projects would be much easier if we had
some focus and leadership in arranging events.

The Duty Officer shifts have begun. Please note that
if you are unable to cover your shift, you are
responsible for finding someone to cover for you.
Also, for the race crews, please note that the DO
shift ends at 8 pm until July. If you are returning to
the dock after 8, please ask others on the dock for
assistance if required.
That‘s it for this month. Don‘t forget the General
Meeting on the 25th, followed by New Members
Night on June 5th, topped off by Sailpast June 6th.

Rear Commodore Fleet
Bob Hickson
rcfleet@fbyc.ca
416-919-2297

Boats competing in these races will be scored as
both a Club event and as the TELDS Series. You
can obtain additional information from the TELDS
flyer that is included in this issue. Sounds exciting
for those of us that enjoy distance racing but do not
have time to get back and forth to PCYC.
UPCOMING EVENTS:
MAY 13, 20, 27 & JUNE 3, 10
FBYC Spring Series Wednesday night races. First
warning signal is 18:50.
MAY 23 – Saturday
FBYC Double Handed Race. Skippers Meeting @
10:00 with start at 11:00

The 2015 racing season has officially begun with a
―drifter‖ evening this past Wednesday. The turnout
was good and I expect that we will see more boats
out over the next few weeks.
For anyone that wants to get involved with racing,
we are proposing to organize an ―Introduction to
Keelboat Racing Course‖. This would consist of a
couple of evening seminars and a couple of on the
water ―races‖. I will post a signup sheet at the club.
If there is sufficient interest, we will have a separate
novice fleet / start for the Summer 1 series.
The east GTA clubs have organized a ―Toronto East
Long Distance Series (TELDS)‖. This will consist
of 5 races;






WYC - Whitby 50 – June 19 & 20
FBYC – Singer Long Distance – July 4 & 5
Bluffers Distance – August 8
WYC – Whitby 100 – September 11 & 12
ABYC – Donald Summerville – September
26

JUNE 19 & 20 – Friday & Saturday
The Whitby 50 is the first race in the Toronto East
Long Distance Series. The race is hosted by Whitby
Yacht Club. There is a Friday evening start at WYC
to Leslie Spit and back to WYC – distance
approximately 50 nm.
JUNE 17, 24, July 1, 8, 15 & 22
FBYC Summer 1 Series Wednesday night races.
First warning signal is 18:50.
JULY 4 & 5 – Saturday & Sunday
The Singer Long Distance Race is the second race
in the Toronto East Long Distance Series, We are
the host Club for this race. The start will be
Saturday morning and the course will be FBYC,
Niagara mark, Leslie spit returning to FBYC –
distance approximately 70 nm.
JULY 18 - Saturday
Single handed race. Skippers Meeting @ 10:00 with
start at 11:00

Junior Sail Report
Andrea Zeeb

Summer‘s around the corner, and so begins the start
of sailing season. There is a lot to talk about in the
next few months. Get out on the Water, Big
Brothers and Sisters, BBQ and Friday night dinners,
and what‘s happening with Sailing School
The clubhouse and dinghy dock areas are looking
good, thanks in no small part to John Frenke for his
tireless efforts to keep our docks in good condition
and to Byron O‘Donnell for the use of his boom
truck – saving many many back aches for sure. If
you are looking for a few hours, some of the docks
still need to have the boards lifted and flipped
(bottom side up) and re-attached. Let me know how
many hours, because they all count.
Get out on the Water

Get out on the Water is a campaign launched by
Ontario Sailing and ROWONTARIO, and is
province wide. It is aimed at providing the public
with an opportunity to experience sailing and
hopefully fall in love with it, as most of us have.
Frenchman‘s Bay Yacht Club is participating on
JUNE 20 from 930 to 330pm. We are offering free
―try it‘ session in both dinghies and keelboats. Each
session is expected to last between 1 and 2 hrs,
depending on the vessel. This is where YOU come
in. We need many volunteers to make this event a
success.

We need a few captains who will take our guests
out on their keelboats- at one or more times during
the day- 2-4 guests per boat if possible. We expect
that 5-8 vessels should suffice. We will know more
as the day approaches, and guests register. Your
help and your boat is very much appreciated. Our
sailing instructors will be available to take the
guests out on the 420s.
We will likely also need volunteers to help with
parking (because I am hoping for a great turnout),
greet our guests, provide a brief safety orientation,
take them on the water, and get them excited to
either join sailing camp, Learn to Keelboat, or
consider club membership opportunities. We will
have the BBQ going as well… And the bar will be
open in the afternoon, if you wish to share a
beverage with the crew that you just took out. 
I am hopeful that this event will benefit both Sailing
school and membership. I have provided a copy of
the ―poster‖ that we are using to promote this event
in Sailpast (I don‘t know where Bill has put it but
it‘s in here somewhere). I will have posters printed
and available at the club. Please take one or more,
and post them in places you visit – your church,
your condo, fitness centre, library, clubs and
anywhere there is a free bulletin board that you can
use. Consider emailing to friends that you think
might be interested. The more we advertise, the
more likely we are to have a great turnout.
Facebook, Tweet, snapchat, instagram etc.
Whatever it takes to get the word out. FYI –
Etobicoke YC has completely filled their first day,
and have overflow days. We can do that too!
Big Brothers and Big Sisters Event
Ed Fulton has arranged for Big Brothers and Big
Sisters to join us on June 20 in the morning – Yes, it
is the same day at the Get out on the Water
Campaign. It‘s going to be a busy day. Read more
about this wonderful event in Ed‘s section. We are
happy to support Ed and this venture. The same
request for captains goes out to support the morning
keelboat and dinghy activities.

Sailing School update
We have several registrations already – YEAH!.
Remember that we offer a great program for a
reasonable fee, and we have before and after care
available should parents require a little adjustment
to the school hours ( from 8-5 is available).
Consider encouraging your kids or grandchildren to
attend– you can click on
www.frenchmansbayyc.checklick.com or you can
go to www.fbyc.ca and click on the picture of
Victoria Dickson, which will take you to checklick.
Alternatively there are also paper copies available
on the website, or I‘ve provided some on the club
bulletin board if you prefer that route.
Adult dinghy lessons are also available through
checklick
We have partnered with Camp Riverwood from
Petticoat Creek – they are providing a sailing
elective for their campers to join us in the morning
during our last week of Sailing Camp. They will be
bussed to the club, and they get to experience
sailing every morning. What a great introduction to
the club. Thank you Jeff Blundell, for putting us in
touch.

Fundraising dollars can be assigned to various
activities- Jr. Sail, First mates, and other club
initiatives, per the cook‘s wishes. Good eats, good
price, good fun. Oh, and best of all, the bar will be
open.
Volunteers – thank you
It would seem that I am continuously asking for
volunteers. I am, and Karl and I truly appreciate it.
It‘s a lot of work to get all these events and dinner
and barbeques going. Thank you to all of you for
helping us out.
It would seem that I am continuously asking for
volunteers and I am. Karl and I truly appreciate it.
It‘s a lot of work to get all these events and
Barbeque Dinners going. Thank you to all of you
for helping us out.

Introduction to Keelboat Sailing
At Frenchman‘s Bay Yacht Club
Tom Wood, Fleet Committee

Race Night Chili and BBQ
Our first Chili night last Wednesday was a great
success after a calm and not too cold night of
racing. Join us every Wednesday for Chili in May
and BBQ in June – August, $5.00 per person. We
continue to look for volunteers to assist on
Wednesday nights.
Friday Night Dinners.
Friday night dinners will start again on the Friday
after the Sailpast Weekend– First one is June 12.
Families will participate and cook for you. Dinner is
planned for 6:30, at the low cost of $10pp. This will
be available every Friday from June 12 to August
28. Please let us know if you plan to attend, so that
we can gage how much to cook. A menu will be
available weekly on Tuesday, for dinner on Friday.
WE hope to be as successful as last year.

Although primarily aimed at first time sailors this
program should also be of interest to anyone joining
FBYC as a new crew member. This is not intended
to replace more formal courses but is appropriate
for anyone interested in trying sailing. With a mix
of class room and on boat training students will
learn the skills necessary to be competent, useful
and happy crewing on a boat where someone else is
the skipper. We will be covering a broad range of
topics, leaving detailed instruction to other
programs and courses. The classroom portion is
free to all members. Crew membership is $81.56.
The on water portion is $100 for 2 nights. GST
extra. Bring your cheque book on the 1st night.

We are running an introduction to keelboat sailing
program twice for 2015. 1st session starts June 3rd,
The 2nd session starts June 23rd .There will be a
graduation party, date to be determined. With
various club members participating in the training
this promises to be both a learning and social
experience. After the end of the program there will
be opportunities to participate in sailing events as
crew.
Skills taught will include 1)safety 2)types of boats
3)crew positions 4)raising and trimming sails
5)tacking and jibing 6)knots 7)using a winch 8)boat
etiquette 9)racing rules, courses, strategy and starts
10)cruising, 11)assisting in docking and 12) not to
be missed events.
This program is informal and intended to be a fun
introduction to the sport of sailing. It is taught by a
mix of FBYC member volunteers and CYA certified
instructors. The on water portion is taught by a Sail
Canada certified instructor on a Transport Canada
approved yacht.
Session 1
Starts Tuesday May 26
Session 2
Starts Tuesday June 23
For both groups: Tuesday July 14 questions and
review
To participate, you must complete the Crew
Membership Application and email to
membership@fbyc.ca. Please also state which
session you wish to participate in.
For more information go to www.fbyc.ca

PUBLIC RELATIONS
Ed Fulton, Tina Haramis

In the recent Sailpast newsletter we introduced the
upcoming attendance of children from Big Brothers
Big Sisters of Ajax-Pickering community. This
event taking place on Saturday June 20, 2015 will
have special meaning for everyone. Sharing the
intrigue, enjoyment and skill of sailing Lake
Ontario with our community will be as rewarding
for us as it will be for our guests.
So, who is Big Brothers Big Sisters and what do
they do in our community? Founded in 1973 the
Big Brother Sister facilitates life-changing
relationships that inspire and empower children and
youth to reach their potential, both as individuals
and citizens.
Details of the event:
Saturday June 20, 2015 9:30 am - 12:30 pm
Up to 25 people (children and mentors) will be
paired up with volunteer keel boat members to get
out for a sail then return for a barbecue. FBYC
organizers will send a package to the attendees to
review safety, what to bring, what to wear, what is
sailing, etc. beforehand.
What can FBYC do to make this event memorable?
For starters you can sign up for volunteering your
boat to take out some of our guests. Teach our
guests about safe sailing and how much fun it is!
We‘ll need various sized certified life jackets (with
your boat name on it). As FBYC members we can
share our ‗fun‘ experiences and the joy of sailing!
Find Big Brothers Big Sisters at:
http://www.bigbrothersbigsisters.ca/ajaxpickering
OR
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Big-Brothers-BigSisters-of-AjaxPickering/240182782708811?sk=info&tab=pageinf
o

In recent Sailpast newsletter we introduced the
upcoming attendance of children from Big Brothers
Big Sisters of Ajax-Pickering community. This
event taking place on Saturday June 20, 2015 will
have special meaning for everyone. Sharing the
intrigue, enjoyment and skill of sailing Lake
Ontario with our community will be as rewarding
for us as it will be for our guests.
So, who is Big Brothers Big Sisters and what do
they do in our community? Founded in 1973 the
Big Brother Sister facilitates life-changing
relationships that inspire and empower children and
youth to reach their potential, both as individuals
and citizens.
Details of the event:
Saturday June 20, 2015 9:30 am - 12:30 pm
Up to 25 people (children and mentors) will be
paired up with volunteer keel boat members to get
out for a sail then return for a barbecue. FBYC
organizers will send a package to the attendees to
review safety, what to bring, what to wear, what is
sailing, etc. beforehand.
What can FBYC do to make this event memorable?
For starters you can sign up for volunteering your
boat to take out some of our guests. Teach our
guests about safe sailing and how much fun it is!
We‘ll need various sized certified life jackets (with
your boat name on it). As FBYC members we can
share our ‗fun‘ experiences and the joy of sailing!
More information will follow in June Sailpast.
Please contact Ed or Tina if you can volunteer your
boat or wish to help out.

Cruising Notes
Mike Brajac
Reciprocal Cruise Dates for 2015:
July 25/26—ABYC—note—exchange with ABYC
will be boat-for boat—since this is Jazz Festival
weekend
August 1/3 –QCYC—kids cruise focus—Hit Centre
Island with your kids. Adults without kids and
empty nesters (boaters) welcome as well
Sept 5-7—LSYC—Labour Day weekend—
somewhat close to the Air Show!
Sept 26/27—BPYC
Raft-Up—Sept. 12
Incoming Cruise July 26-28 DYC—If any FBYC
members wish to cross the Lake, I can arrange a slip
for you at DYC during this time. It‘s a good start
to a vacation cruise.
No cruises planned in June due to other events at
the club that month.

Club Correspondence
To:

FBYC Membership

FROM:

Bradley Fertile

DATE:

April 28, 2015

My family was associated with FBYC since it was
created. My grandfather served as Commodore for
many years. My parents and my brothers and I
were members of FBYC since I can remember. I
spent most of my childhood at the club, sailing,
learning to sail, and working for the club and have
many fond memories of FBYC.
I know there are members who don’t want me at
the club, and this makes me feel very sad and
ashamed. I apologize to every member of FBYC for

anything I may have done in my past. I have grown
up a lot and experienced a lot since my youth. Not
all of my experiences were positive, but I believe
my future is bright. I have a family and would love
to share the joy and excitement of sailing with
them. I appeal to the FBYC membership to
reconsider their position and allow me to visit FBYC
as a reciprocal member, and to race in your open
competitions.
Sincerely,
Bradley Fertile
Note: Please send any questions, responses, or
comments regarding this correspondence to:

Commodore@fbyc.ca

AUTO-HOME-COMMERCIAL-LIFE-BOAT- MORTGAGE

GWILLIAMES & ASSOCIATES
INSURANCE BROKERS LIMITED
ALISON ZARPANA OWEN
Tel: 905-619-2424 - Fax 905-619-8080
Toll Free: 1-800-463-3156
2 Bunhill Court, Ajax, ON L1Z 1X5
Email: quote@gwilliamesinsurance.com
www.gwilliamesinsurance.com

FBYC Calendar of Events
MAY 2015

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

3
Private Function
flag room

4

5

Board Meeting
1930 Regatta
Room

10

6

7

Spring Series #1

11

12

13

14

Spring Series #2

17

18

19

25

20

26

General Meeting
Flag Room

9
Mother’s Day Event

15

16

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

21

Spring Series #3

24

8
Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

22

23

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

27

28

Spring Series #4

Double Handed
Race

29

30

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room
PCYC Susan
Hood

PCYC Susan Hood

31
Loshers # 1

June 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

Thu
3

Fri
4

Spring Series #5

7

8

9

Board Meeting
1930 Regatta
Room

14

15

10

16

17

11

22

23

18

24

28

29

30

19

25

Some events

26
Bar Open 1900
Regatta Room /
Patio

/items may be

13
Loshers # 2

Bar Open 1900
Regatta Room /
Patio
TELDS Whitby 50

Summer I
Series # 2

6
Sail Past 2015

12
Bar Open 1900
Regatta Room /
Patio / Fri PM
Dinner

Summer I
Series # 1

21

5
New Members
Night Flag Room

Spring Series #6

Loshers #3

Sat

subject to change

20
TELDS Whitby 50
Junior Open
House
OSA Get on the
Water
Big Brothers /
Sisters Sail

27
Private Function
Lawn pm /flag
room
Channel Opening

