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Welcome to the August 2020 issue of Sailpast. Ron van
der Wees has decided to pass the torch after many
years of hard work each month producing the
newsletter. Huge thanks to Ron for a great job!
As your new Editor, I will do my best to keep you
updated and entertained with news about FBYC each
month. You’ll see some new items appearing, and I
encourage you to let me know how you like the content.
I’ve tried to include many photos taken recently by our
Members. Nice work everyone!
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I hope you’re enjoying your summer, both on and off the
water!
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Carrier – Ground Committee
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Camelot Island – courtesy of Sam Cummings
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The latest on Junior Sail activities
from RC Junior Sail Kevin Guerin
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Commodore’s Corner
Mark Chin
Wow, it is already August, it feels like just yesterday we
were opening the club for the summer. COVID-19
aside, this has been one of the best summers that we
are having in recent memory. The weather has been
terrific and the club is alive with lots of members and
their families sailing, and spending time at the club.
As of July 24, 2020 the Provincial Government has allowed us to enter Stage 3. What this
means is that we can now have up to fifty people indoors provided that they continue to follow
COVID-19 rules. We must still practice physical distancing, proper washing etiquette, keeping
surfaces and objects clean and cough in your elbow. We are now allowed to use the rest of the
club facilities but keep in mind to always wear your face mask while indoors and keep 2 metres
away from members that are not in your social bubble.
We are now allowing reciprocal visitors to visit our club. See the COVID-19 Visitor Protocol
newsletter for more information. The bookings for reciprocal visits are being managed by John
Redman and George Samaras via an online application. In order to keep everyone safe,
please, please, please follow the COVID-19 rules. It has been noticed that our visitors are very
compliant with COVID-19 rules, however some of our members sometimes forget. So please
let’s try to keep everyone safe and do the right thing.
Wednesday night racing has started up again and that is a welcome sight. Thanks to Glen
Dickson, Chris Viscount and Phil Plumb for setting up the marks so that we can run races again.
I would also like to thank Tom Wood for arranging a race committee to run the races. This is a
fun club race and due to the reduced racing season the fees to race is only $40. If you have
not raced before you should talk to Tom Wood to get involved as you will learn so much about
sailing from racing sailboats and from all the experienced sailors at our club.
You may have also noticed that there are several new faces at the club. There is a good reason
for that. I would like to give kudos to Jeff Blundell and his membership committee who have
done a tremendous job, signing up 15 new members and their families. Welcome to all the new
members and hope that you and your families find the club to be your happy place like we have!
Well, despite the late start to the season, there is plenty of fine sailing weather ahead, so I look
forward to seeing you at the club. Wednesday night racing is on for the next few weeks, pursuit
races are on Saturdays and soon we will have more races on Sundays. Please enjoy the club
responsibly, and have a safe, healthy and enjoyable time!
Mark Chin
Commodore 2020
Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club
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COVID-19 Visitor Protocol
Recently, FBYC opened up to visiting boats on a very limited basis:
We will be accommodating a maximum of 4 boats at any one time.
All incoming boats will be preregistered electronically by 1600 hours (4PM) the day prior to
arrival.
All boats will be registered by the skipper/ owner who will be on board when the boat arrives
at FBYC. There will not be any flotilla or group cruises at this point.
Reservations are made by completing Request for Reciprocal Reservation link on fbyc.ca
The docks will be preassigned. We are using A51, C51, C12 and C11. We ask that FBYC
members keep these docks clear.
The boats arriving will be asked to sign in and present a valid proof of membership even
though we will have their contact details on file. We also ask that they will confirm their
arrival electronically.
As the slips are preassigned, we cannot accommodate sail in / power in / vhf or phone
requests.
If a vessel arrives in a situation with a breakdown or other emergency or in extreme weather,
we will as always accommodate them.
The visitors will only be from clubs currently accepting reciprocal visitors.
All visitors will be expected to follow the same Policies as our Members around the
club. This includes Social Distancing and the compulsory use of Masks and/or face
coverings while in the building for washroom use.
We will closely monitor the situation in the club and in general, and will make changes as
necessary.
We are working with other clubs who are part of the LOCCA (Lake Ontario Cruising Clubs
Association). The LOCCA website as well as individual club websites will provide details of
reciprocals at clubs who are offering them in 2020.
Thanks for your continued support and patience.
FBYC Board of Directors

Another calm and beautiful evening at FBYC – courtesy of Marcus Wiseman
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Harbour Report
First off, I want to give a big thumbs up to our
membership committee led by Jeff Blundell.
Back in January I heard the membership
numbers and was worried we had slipped
beyond the usual early year decline. Then Covid
hit and I got really concerned that we may lose
more due to financial circumstances or people
getting fed up with high water, worries of condo’s
being built, and now pandemics. . I figured my
problem this year was going to be too many
empty slips.
However, this year has turned out to be anything
but a down year for FBYC. Jeff and his team
have brought in 15 new active and dinghy
members, plus had to turn one away due to lack
of a proper slip. People are scrambling to buy
boats and once again enjoy summer close to
home. Our problem now is WE’RE FULL. Well,
almost anyway. No room for anything over 30’,
and even a 30 footer will have to meet some
requirements to fit. Thanks to our membership
team, crisis averted.
The next big issue for this
club is weeds. LOTS of
weeds. The bay looks to
be losing ground in the
weed battle for space
remarkably
fast.
My
estimate is 40% of the bay
is choked. Last Saturday I
was out to try and assist a
boat whose anchor had
dragged due to weeds
overnight, and they were buried deep in the NE
corner. I can tell you that even parts of the bay
that look free of weeds are certainly not. They
are just below the surface in the open water
areas, and so thick a 50hp outboard had all it
could do full throttle to move at 3 knots.
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I, along with Ed Fulton have started a conversation
with Town Council, in the hopes they will realize
the weeds now are a serious threat to the future of
this bay, along with starting some discussions on
Facebook with local residents, in an attempt to
build some momentum and push Pickering to do
something to clean it up. Solutions, however, are
very limited.
The last bit of news is a bit disturbing. 3 straight
Sunday nights we’ve had a visit from teenagers on
A dock. They’ve been on board The Liza at least
once, and while not doing any serious damage,
seem to be getting more brazen. The club is
working with local police on the problem, and have
approved the purchase of a video surveillance
system to try to stem the problem.
We’ve added a fence along the rock wall at the
service dock, but aren’t sure this is where they are
gaining entry. There are many places on our
property which provide relatively easy access for
fit young people with a will. Please be diligent
when staying on your boat. They seem to be
having harmless fun, but we’d like it to stop.
Glen Dickson
Harbourmaster

Good Night from FBYC – courtesy of Jeff Blundell
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FBYC Security Monitoring
Cameras
Members may already know that
the premises have had undesirable
visitors. These individuals have
been breaking into members boats.
In order to discourage these
individuals, a new section of fencing
was erected at the mast crane. This
has not succeeded in keeping them
out. New motion sensing lights
were installed but this also has not
succeeded in keeping them out.
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Quick Tips – Filing a Sail Plan
Filing a sail plan is often well down the task list when preparing
for a voyage, whether it be a week long trip, a day trip or for the
afternoon. It quickly becomes critical however, when we
encounter an emergency onboard and aren’t able to establish
contact via vhf or cell. Filing a sail plan also helps FBYC, as it
provides information to the Duty Officers regarding available
slips for visitors or emergency docking availability. Remember
to ALWAYS file your plan in the D.O. office – add it to your check
list. You can also consider online options – I found an interesting
app called Sailing Plan, which records key information and
automatically notifies authorities if you don’t return as planned.
Check it out! Be safe on the water! The Editor

As a result of the intruders and
before significant damage occurs,
the Board has authorized the
purchase and installation of security
monitoring camera equipment on
the premises. It is hoped that this
will enhance the security both
inside and outside the clubhouse.
The cameras will be installed only in
the common areas. The video
recordings will only be accessed to
verify that the system works and if
an incident occurs. Access will be
limited to a very few board
individuals.
Denis Carrier
Grounds Committee Chair
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Cruise News
John Redman – Cruise Committee
Although group cruises have been curtailed,
opportunities for visits to other clubs are available.
If you are interested be sure to look up the club on
the LOCCA (Lake Ontario Cruising Clubs
Association) website and follow their procedures
outline. If you have questions email me at
power@fbyc.ca, or see me at the club.

On behalf of the Officers, Directors and Members of
the Newport Yacht Club – Stoney Creek, beginning
August 16th 2020 we would like to extend an
invitation of reciprocal privileges to your members in
the 2020 boating season.
Nigel Reed

Director, On-Water NYCSC

onwater@newport-ycsc.com
905-643-0195

News From the Membership Committee
It has been an unusual year on the membership front - for a while
in the spring we didn't know if we would get any new members.
But then the warm weather came, and so did a bunch of fresh new
faces. Since January 1st we have added fifteen new members to
the FBYC family – 10 active members and 5 dinghy members.
So if you see a boat on your dock that wasn't there last year,
please stop and say hello. With so many new members there will
be lots of questions. "What is the WiFi password?" "What is the
best place to order pizza from?" and "How do I get out of my slip
without being ensnared in the weeds?" If you can help the new
members out with answers to those and other questions, it will be
much appreciated.
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The Odyssey of Iliad II
Louie and Sophia, aboard Iliad II, a Morgan 41 berthed at
the end of ‘A’ dock. Expertly maintained, customized and
upgraded by Louie and Sophia over many years of
ownership, Iliad II is about to embark on a multi year
‘odyssey’, fulfilling Louie’s life long dream of a
transatlantic voyage that will take them to exotic locations
many of us only dream of visiting, especially by sail.
As the journey unfolds, FBYC Members can follow Louie
and Sophia’s progress through a monthly update in
Sailpast, entitled “The Odyssey of Iliad II”.

Hope you enjoy it!

Part 1 - Introducing “The Odyssey of Iliad II”
An interview with Louie and Sophia, aboard Iliad II

Mike: When did you decide to do this?
L&S: It has been a 40 year dream for Louie to cruise the Caribbean and Mediterranean. With serious
planning over the last 10, and a joint effort for the past 5. Sharing and spending time with friends and
students down south as well as the Mediterranean inspired and motivated us to set a departure date,
Sept 2020, and solidified our belief that we could do this together. With the date set we became more
excited and worked hard towards it.
Mike: What drove your desire to do an Atlantic crossing?
L&S: The challenge of crossing the Atlantic is exciting to us. Our motivation to cross the Atlantic is to
spend more time cruising the Mediterranean on our own boat.
Mike: What does your itinerary look like?
L&S:
o Mid to late September 2020 transit from Toronto to New York through the Oswego Canal and
Hudson River system. This will require lowering the mast and storing it on a cradle on deck to
transit the canal system and re-stepping the mast in New York. This will be done at FBYC a
week before departure.
o October 2020 cruise and explore Chesapeake Bay area, waiting out hurricane season, on our
way south to Norfolk Virginia.
o Early November 2020 depart from Virginia heading to Bermuda. Approximately 600 NM, 5 days
sailing. Spend 2 weeks enjoying Bermuda.
o Mid November 2020 depart Bermuda heading to Virgin Islands. Approximately 850 NM, 8-10
days.
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December 2020 to mid-January 2021 leisurely cruising the Spanish, US and British Virgin
Island chain.
February 2021 cruising south through Caribbean Island chain ending up in Grenada August
2021.
Spend hurricane season in Grenada (Aug – end of Oct 2021). This is our opportunity to refit
systems as required.
November 2021 start cruising north and arrive in St. Martin in April 2022. We will begin
preparations and provisioning to cross Atlantic.

Mike: When do you plan on leaving the Caribbean to cross the Atlantic?
L&S:
o We’re planning to depart from St. Martin in May 2022 to explore the islands of the Azores for 30
days. The voyage is approximately 2200 NM and should take 18-25 days.
o In July of 2022 we depart from the Azores and head to Gibraltar then into the Mediterranean.
This leg is approximately 1000 NM and 8-12 days of sailing.
o July through October 2022 we’ll be cruising Spain, France, Italy and Greece.
o Our plan is to over winter in Greece (Nov 2022 – April 2023).
o We will continue exploring the Mediterranean from May 2023 until November 2023 working our
way back west to Gibraltar.
o From there we head south along the African coast to the Canary Islands, cross the Atlantic back
to the Caribbean and plan to arrive in Antigua in early December 2023.
o From there…….time will tell…..
Mike: What sort of things needed advanced planning?
L&S:
o We highly recommend the offshore survival training course, which includes training for first aid
and other various emergencies such as fire, cold water emersion, and life raft deployment.
o Some medical procedures require training and practice (sutures, dental, defib, use of IV,
splint…etc).
o Planning for financial requirements of trip.
o Banking , paying of Canadian bills while out of country, taxes, understanding OHIP coverage
o Boat insurance and personal health insurance.
o Researching route and best times to travel.
o Canal and lock requirements
o Acquiring and studying charts and weather systems.
Mike: Any special training required?
L&S:
 30 years of teaching sailing, chartering and delivering various boats in different parts of the world
has required ongoing training and certifications. We feel this has prepared us well for our
upcoming adventures.
 We highly recommend the offshore survival training course, which includes training for first aid
and other various emergencies such as fire, cold water emersion, and life raft deployment.
 Some medical procedures require training and practice (sutures, dental, defibrillation, use of IV,
splint…etc).
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What special equipment, outfitting, preparation was required for the trip?
Iliad II is a blue water boat; therefore no structural changes were required.
We registered Iliad II by name as a Canadian vessel.
It was necessary to strip the hull bottom to add a few layers of protective barrier coat, followed by
multiple layers of salt water antifouling paint.
We had Iliad II fully surveyed and inspected for standing rigging and fittings, after inspection no
repairs or replacements where required.
We changed interior and exterior lighting to LED to conserve electricity, added shelving and
cabinets to v-berth, additional storage in salon & galley, additional storage in engine room,
additional fans for airflow in engine room, additional solar vents on deck.
We added a number of new systems: 2 macerators, Big Orange holding tank vent filters, water
maker, additional solar panel, 7 new batteries, additional electrical panel, fire/smoke and high
water alarms, engine water flow alarm, new lifelines, new running rigging, storage boxes, new
dodger/bimini/enclosure, outdoor shower, ground tackle including new Rocna anchor, 200 feet of
chain, 300 feet of rode, 3 spare anchors
Macerators and new through hull valves were added for both heads. These were necessary in
order to empty holding tanks as pump out
stations are not available in most parts of the
world.
The water maker was added for safety and
convenience during our Atlantic crossing.
Also, we did not want to be constantly
searching for docks to refill our tanks in the
Caribbean. The installation required 2 new
through hulls and a week of work.
Specialized safety equipment: 6 person
offshore life raft, Epirb, AIS transceiver,
additional GPS, Navionics, SAT phone,
extensive offshore first aid pack, life
jackets/harnesses/jack line system
Provisioning not completed, but lists have
been made with thought around storage space
available.

Mike: Look forward to more from Louie and
Sophia on “Tthe Odyssey of Iliad II” in the coming
months!
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Junior Sail’s Tales
Kevin Guerin – RC Junior Sail
We are in the final stretch for our summer camp and race team, with the last 2 weeks of
camp starting Monday. Our sailors have been working hard to get their levels and
skills up and the coaches have been putting in overtime to keep everything
going. Despite all the challenges that COVID-19 has placed on everyone, it hasn't
stopped the kids from
having fun! Since a
picture can speak a
1000 words, I'll let Jeff
Blundell's photos of a
day on the water speak
for themselves.
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