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FROM THE
EDITOR

COMMODORE’S CORNER

Welcome to the September 2020 issue of Sailpast.
Hope you’re doing well and enjoying your time at the
club and on the water. It seems like suddenly fall is in
the air – cooler temperatures, northerly breezes…
time to think about those last ‘boat projects’ you want
to complete, and (sigh), hauling out. On the other
hand, there’s lots of sailing time left, and the weeds
have been cut back! Make the best of it!
Remember to pin Monday, September 28th 8:00 pm
on your calendar for the next General Meeting, which,
thanks to COVID-19, you’ll have to join on your
computer or smartphone, using Zoom. See the note
from the Secretary (me) for details.
This month I’m pleased to introduce a new monthly
feature – “Member Profile”! It’s a great opportunity for
the members of FBYC – both veterans and newbies
– to learn a bit more about each other, and to cultivate
some new friendships! We will be featuring different
members each month, alternating between those that
joined the club recently, and those who have been
around for a while. Hope you enjoy it, and that you’ll
choose to participate when your turn comes around!
Lastly, don’t be surprised to see the occasional picture
from our Facebook page in Sailpast!
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Commodore’s Corner
Mark Chin
I trust that all are making every effort in keeping well and staying
safe. I would like to personally thank everyone for doing your very
best to stay safe and keep healthy.
Sadly, we have lost a very prominent member of the sailing
community, Bernie Luttmer. Bernie and his family have a long history
with FBYC, having been a huge supporter of our junior program while
running Swan's Yacht Sales and Swan's Marina across the bay with
his wife Jean for many years. He will be greatly missed! Our deepest and heartfelt sympathies go out to Jean
and the entire Luttmer family.
Unfortunately, COVID numbers are starting to spike again which has caused the Ontario Government to
implement additional restrictions.
https://news.ontario.ca/en/backgrounder/58398/lower-social-gathering-limits-adopted-to-help-stop-the-spreadof-covid-19
As such, we need to be extra vigilant and follow COVID-19 protocols. Though the rules predominantly apply to
private parties we need to more than ever protect ourselves from being exposed. For private get-togethers
“The new maximum number of people permitted to attend unmonitored and private social gatherings will be
reduced to 10 people indoors or 25 people outdoors.” This comes with “A minimum fine of $10,000 for
organizers of these gatherings” if you exceed these limits. Public health is advising that we should be:







Staying home when ill, or keeping your child home from school when ill, even with mild symptoms.
Maintaining physical distancing with anyone outside of your (maximum 10 person) social circle.
Protecting your social circle.
Adhering to gathering limits and rules.
Regular and thorough handwashing.
Wearing a face covering indoors and outdoors where physical distancing is a challenge or required.

Please continue to be vigilant and stay safe and healthy.
Brrr how quickly the weather got cool. Yes, it’s that time again. Boy did the summer go fast. This is always a
sad time of year for all and this year is no different. For those who have been down at the club have noticed
that the mast racks are up so that for those with deep keel boats that need to haul out early can store their
mast at the club. This is always a stressful time as we must consider de stepping our mast and plan for
storage and winterizing our boats. To make this somewhat less stressful please partner up with other
members and de step your mast as a team. Please help each other to make the task safe and orderly. Please
remember to exercise service dock etiquette by preparing your mast before heading to the service dock as
this is a busy time of year and we all need to accommodate everyone’s needs in preparing their boats for haul
out.
Three very notable mentions for this month.
First, for those who have tried getting in and out of the Bay to go sailing must have noticed the overgrowth of
weeds that have accumulated in the channel and around our docks. So much so that many boaters got stuck
and had to be towed out of the weeks. This prompted us to hire a weed harvester company to come in to
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remove over 25 tonnes of weeds around our docks and the channel. I would like everyone to thank Glen
Dickson for his efforts in arranging the weed removal so quickly so that we may be able to get our boats
across the Bay for haul out and to enjoy the remainder of the sailing season.
Second, I would like everyone to acknowledge Jeff Blundell and his membership team Don Cane, Doug
Lippay, Tina Haramas, Tony Vilani and Angie Goitis for vetting and accepting almost twenty new members
both Active and dinghy. We are now at our max membership and are starting a waiting list. Thanks to all for
your hard work and welcome to all our new members.
Third, due to trespassers in the middle of the night we now have cameras up to capture images. Thanks to
Denis Carrier and his team, Doug Welch and Mike Brett. Thank you all for all the great work that you do.
In closing the season is not quite over. We still have a few months left and still have lots to do. For those who
have not completed their work hours there will be a lot of opportunities in the coming weeks to complete your
work hours if you are able. So please monitor your email and our website for work opportunities.
Wishing you the best of the season and looking forward in seeing you at the club!

Mark Chin
Commodore 2020
Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club
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Vice Commodore Report
Annette Reesor
2020 will go down as a very unusual year, that’s for
sure. We started off not knowing if there would be
any boating at all, instilling panic for some (stay
calm - breath). As the provincial guidelines were
laid out and marina’s started to open, there was a
huge sense of relief, but for some higher risk
members, it meant making the difficult decision not
to launch, as there were too many unknowns.
Despite the delayed launch, and our very unique
Sailpast ceremony to mark the start of the season,
we have had a boating season….. a pretty darn
good one at that. Yes, we missed seeing members
who would usually frequent the club and their boats, but we trust they will return again - hopefully
2021. Yes there were weeds….. lots of them, creating all kinds of adventure in and getting across
the bay. For those of us who did launch, the club has been a place of refuge, and sense of ‘normal’,
in this otherwise crazy pandemic. We have all learned to carry a mask, and keep our distance.
(Aside from using the washroom, I did not even go upstairs all summer) We’ve learned how to
safely use the facilities, and socialize… at a distance. For some members, FBYC is their ‘bubble’.
We managed to run a modified sailing school program, thanks to the hard work of Aaron and Kevin.
Every time that I came by the club during camp hours, I was impressed at how well things were
going, and people were observing proper protocol. I was really grateful that these young kids had
the opportunity to get out on the water, be safe outdoors, and not doing screen time indoors for the
entire summer. Thanks Kevin and Aaron for going the extra mile!!
At our General Meeting last winter, a proposal was brought forth to reconsider the age limit of our
‘work hours’ expectations under ‘Member Privileges and Obligations’ (Article 12). The Board
promised to discuss and will now make a formal motion for a constitutional change at the upcoming
General Meeting, for the membership to vote. Details to come.
The Duty Officer schedule had a late start, but all in all, has run smoothly. Thanks Mark B, who
made revisions at a late date for me, and thanks to Marguerite, who has been calling members a
week in advance, as an additional reminder. Thanks also to each member who has fulfilled their
D.O. shifts. It’s a very important role in the club.
**Contact information: many members have dropped their home phone number, and our contact
information is not up to date. Please check the membership list on fbyc.ca to make sure we have
your most current email address and the best telephone number to reach you at. Send any updates
to our Secretary, Mike. (secretary@fbyc.ca)
Work hours: there are still opportunities to put in work hours, although you may need to do jobs
other than you ordinarily do. (I for one have really missed the Wed. night burgers, and Friday night
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dinners, but hopefully we will be able to do these again in the future.) I know Denis has a long list of
tasks that need to be done. Please reach out to vice@fbyc.ca if you need help getting your hours
completed.
Lastly, I would like to warmly welcome all the new members who have joined the club this summer.
Jeff & I joined FBYC 11 years ago, and we both feel that it’s been one of the best decisions ever
made. I know it’s a little tricky getting to know new members when we are not organizing socials,
but I trust you are welcoming your new dock mates, and that new members will reach out and
introduce themselves as well. Hats off to Jeff Blundell and the Membership Committee for all your
hard work.
The season is not over, but it’ll soon be coming to close. Enjoy the last few weeks on the water.
Fair winds,
Annette

Rosebud was berthed at FBYC for many years under the loving care of Del Fisher, an
active club member. This year FBYC had the honour of an afternoon visit by Rosebud
now under the care of Del's son Scott, and is currently berthed at Scarborough Bluffs.
John Redman
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Harbour Report
Glen Dickson
As you heard in a previous email to members, we did some weed cutting early
September to help our fleet continue to be able to simply get out of their slips
and across the bay. This has become our current ‘threat to our survival’, and
has definitely shown that the time has come to put together a plan of action for
future years.
Many of you have read the article that was out in Durham News Advertiser, and also made it to the
Toronto Star, regarding the threat of weeds in the bay. I’m happy to say we had a big hand in starting
that movement, and we’ve learned the power of social media firsthand. Mark Chin and I have met with
several local councilors multiple times to discuss options. These councilors are very much onside with
doing something to help clean up the bay and make it more useable. What that will turn out to be is
subject to a number of challenges, primarily in permission from various environmental bodies.
At the moment we are working towards 2 separate scenarios.
Our preferred route is a joint effort with the City of Pickering and Pickering Harbour Company to
purchase a mechanical harvester that pulls weeds rather than cutting (a preferred method for helping
eradicate milfoil), with all 3 groups sharing in the cost. This method would be aimed at keeping both
facilities operational, along with working to clear a broad area of the bay for recreational boating,
kayaking, canoeing, stand up paddleboards, fishing, etc. This would require a sizeable capital
contribution from the City, and a few other challenges including disposal to be worked out.
The backup plan would be for FBYC and PHC to purchase a traditional harvester, which cuts the
weeds and removes them from the water. This would only be done on our facilities, and unfortunately,
leaves the bay to the mercy of the weeds.
Both solutions would require ongoing operation for at least the first few years from July through
September.
This year we first sprayed around the docks mid July, then had to cut the same area 6 weeks later, just
after the labour day weekend. The sheer volume of weeds that came out was shocking (see elsewhere
in this edition for a few photos). PHC were equally amazed that they had that much in weed volume on
their property. It clearly demonstrated to us the condition of our treasured Frenchman’s Bay. She’s in a
sorry state, and we are currently losing the battle…
So, what will either of these options mean for our club? Well, for starters, a sizeable capital contribution.
This will be brought before the Board and to the November General Meeting. The City of Pickering is
submitting a request for funding for the 2021 season on an emergency basis. Still, they don’t approve
the budget until February, so we’ll need to wait until then for a financial approval. We also have to work
with various government agencies to see if we can get their buy-in to begin work on such a large area
of the bay. In the long term it is great for everyone, but short term there is likely to be issues with fish
habitats, so they will have concerns. I think having the City on our side will greatly assist our chances.
Plus, this now has media attention, so I believe all sides will have to carefully weigh their decisions and
calculate the importance of public opinion in what they do or approve.

© 2020 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club

September 2020

P a g e 7 | 17

SAILPAST

September 2020 Issue

It does mean another delay to the replacement of B dock. As much as I’ve lobbied to put all other
projects on the backburner until B dock is done, it was put to me that there really isn’t much of a need
to replace it if we don’t deal with the weeds. Point taken. I agree.
So, we are working hard at it. Playing politics isn’t fun at all, but often if the cause is good enough, you’ll
get support. We think our cause is very good, and we’ve had mostly good feedback on the bigger plan.
In other news, we are hoping to continue with the rebuilding of the service dock as the ice sets in. At
the moment, our first move is to extend the dock another 60’ from where it currently ends, so it will now
reach to the start of the A dock walkway by the rock wall. The plan includes putting a shore power box
on the new section as well to allow 2 or 3 visitors to overnight there when we need overflow. We are
also considering building a small guest eating area on the final 20’ so that inbound cruises and visitors
have a place to gather outside of our licensed area, but that will be subject to members input. We also
need to do some landscaping on the grounds where they were torn up during the south wall
reconstruction. Likely just bringing a soil slinger in to help level it up and either seeding or sodding will
fix it up nicely.
Covid permitting, we will need some assistance building the new steel support structure for the
additional length of the deck, along with wood work and some electrical. This likely won’t start until the
ice is thick enough which is usually January or February. Fingers crossed we aren’t in lockdown again.
Finally, an appeal for help. With so many large projects, plus the daily slip assignment overhead (this
year it has really been challenging), I’m asking for a few people to step up and join the harbour
committee. I need help with things such as dock maintenance. You would need to organize work
parties, or take care of small tasks such as broken boards, fixing broken pilings or damage from ice in
the spring, checking bolts when a finger dock moves, and carefully checking B dock so we can try to
get through just a few more years with it. If interested, please contact me.
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News from RC Fleet
Tom Wood
Thanks to all the racers that came out and made the best of a very different year. We got in some
great pursuit races and Wednesday night course racing. There will be a total of 3 Sunday course
racing days ending the 27th of Sept (skippers meeting noon).
It is time to plan for pulling the marks. The plan is to go out earlier than usual and pull 1/2 the marks
each day. This should make this a pleasant day on the water, with a separate crew to do the cleanup. All good for club hours of course. If the weather is not so great we will postpone to one of the
next weekends.
So we have the following
jobs:
1) Sat Oct 3 pull 4 or 5
marks 10am to 2 pm, 4
people plus a driver.
2) Sat Oct 3 clean up marks
and committee boat after
roughly 2 pm. A pressure
washer is really helpful if
someone has one.
3) Sunday Oct 4 pull 4 or 5
marks 10am to 2 pm, 4
people plus a driver.
4) Sunday Oct 4 clean up
marks and committee boat
after roughly 2 pm. A
pressure washer is really
helpful if someone has one.
Contact Tom Wood rcfleet@fbyc.ca or
416- 315-7784
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Welcome to Member Profile – A New Sailpast Feature
Huw Kerley & Kelly Lawson

Catalina 30 – “Free Spirit”

When did you become a member of FBYC?
We joined as crew members in 2019 and became active members in
2020.
How long have you been a sailor?
Huw crewed in the UK in his younger years, whereas Kelly just took it up
in 2019, having long dreamt of sailing. We passed our basic cruising
standard together in 2019 and worked toward our intermediate cruising
standard this summer.
Is Free Spirit your first sailboat?
Yes. Whilst Huw's family has owned Westerly's in the UK for many years, this is our first experience
owning and maintaining our own vessel.
How is your 2020 sailing season going?
It's been wonderful so far - not just being able to get out on the water, but learning something new and
making new friends at the same time. We're especially grateful for our first sailing season in light of the
limited vacation options this year. We haven't been too far afield, but have had memorable trips to
various Toronto clubs, Hanlan's Wall and a couple of anchorages.
Any 'boat projects' on the go?
Acquiring, preparing, launching, mast-stepping and rigging our boat for the first time has been one
continuous project for us, with a long list of tuning and routine maintenance jobs to keep us busy for
years. It's been a huge learning curve, but made easier by the generous help and support of other
FBYC members. Thanks to Val, Dennis, Craig, Doug and the many others who have offered their
advice, with Louie and Sophia deserving a special mention for their extensive help and coaching.
As sailors, we all have stories. Share one with us…
It seems obvious to say that weather has a huge impact on how enjoyable sailing is, but a recent trip
superbly illustrated this: day one was a never-ending close-hauled slog against the wind and waves to
Toronto Island, with cries of "I'm never doing this again" and "make it stop" from a teenage crew
member. By contrast, day two was a beautiful sail back
to FBYC, with music playing, teenagers napping, and
the wind and waves behind us all the way.
Is there anything you'd like your fellow FBYC
Members to know?
We'd like everyone at FBYC to know that we have really
appreciated their friendliness and helpfulness, and we
look forward to getting to know more members, old and
new, in due course.
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Quick Tips – Hove-to
One of the best ways to ‘slow things down’ in stormy
conditions, to adjust something on deck, or to ‘park’
your boat for a swim or a relaxed meal, is to ‘hoveto’. Essentially the manoevre allows your sails and
rudder to keep your boat in a controlled position with
minimal drift. The apparent wind drops, and the
motion is reduced. Whether you’re a newbie, or an
experienced sailor, it never hurts to review the
procedure.
The Editor

Skip Novak’s Storm Sailing Techniques Part 4: Yachting World
www.yachtingworld.com
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The Odyssey of Iliad II – COVID Delays the Voyage…
Preparing Iliad II for the trip has been time
consuming, and Louie and Sophia carefully
orchestrated all of their tasks so they'd be ready to
cast off later this month. Looming in the background,
however, was the shadow of COVID, and the border
restrictions jointly imposed by the Canadian and US
governments. The restrictions have been extended
each month, and they were hoping that September 21
the restrictions would be lifted and they would be on
their way. Unfortunately, COVID case counts continue
to rise, particularly south of the border, and all
indications are that the restrictions will be in place
through November, if not longer.
They have made the difficult call to postpone the trip. Iliad II won't be feeling salt water until next year.
While they're disappointed, Louie and Sophia are philosophical in their reaction, and remain positive
about what the future holds.
When did you make the decision to postpone the trip?
We decided two weeks ago to postpone the trip because there were still too many variables and
we really enjoy autumn here.
What will you be doing to continue preparations while you wait for next season?
We will continue to improve and prepare Iliad II for her voyage, working on the mast electrical
wiring and lights, adding more LED lighting down below and maybe some more painting in the
anchor locker and bilges.
Are you considering any other options for the voyage route?
We are wrestling with the idea of going earlier in the summer, and out the St.Llawrence, but we’re
still undecided on the final route.
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Junior Sail’s Tales
Kevin Guerin – RC Junior Sail
What an amazing summer it turned out to be for the sailors
at FBYC! Despite the many challenges that the pandemic
has caused, and the way it has affected all of us, the youth,
energy and dedication the Junior Club was an inspiration to
all. There were dark days in February and March when
Aaron and I we not sure we would even be able to have a
program, but thanks to all those who volunteered to fix,
paint and move things, to completely rebuilding our club
laser, payroll, dock building and putting new tubes on a coach boat we were able to give a great summer
experience to almost 50 sailors and provide full-time employment to six youth. The sailing school was led by
Head Coach Doug Buttigieg, and Rob Lalonde as Head Race Coach. We had four other coaches, Kevin
Sussman, Rachel Sussman, Kathryn Guerin, Meghan McNeil and two coaches-in-training, Victoria Dickson
and Madelyn Tuddy. Despite all the challenges we faced we managed to do a few new things this year,
including: 1) adult dinghy lessons, 2) the Opti team had a clinic in Presqu’ile hosted by the Shirer's that saw
10 sailor spend 2 days with Chris Watters and high winds, 3) working with Big Brother Big Sisters we were
able to offer two 2-week sailing camp experiences for two kids, 4) we transformed our fleet by selling a
couple of 420's and buying some lasers, 5) the Laser Race team competed in one of the only regattas of the
season, 6) we held our largest ever glow sail with the race teams, and 7) we held Spring and Fall training for
the race team. While we managed to complete the year, and develop and implement our COVID emergency
response plan, and accomplish many of our goals with a smaller reserve than the past, this would not have
been possible without three things. First the support we get from the Canada Summer Jobs program. This is
the 5th year that we have participated and it is the reason why we were able to take the risk of running our
program in 2020. The second was $950 we received from Ontario Sailing as part of their partnership with the
Red Cross to provide COVID relief. The final and most important reason why we have a reserve fund this
year is the generous donation of debentures from Roger and Karin Schulz and Heinz and Jutta Gillmeister.
Thanks to everyone and we look forward to an ever better 2021 season.
Kevin Guerin
Rear Commodore
Junior Sail
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BERNARD "Bernie" LUTTMER (b. March 20 1945)
Passed away peacefully with his family at his side on September 1, 2020,
following a stroke. Bernie was born in Groningen, Holland, son of Bernard
and Tyja (Kleinenberg) Luttmer and brother to Barbara. Bernie had a
passion for sailing which began as a child sailing on the canals in Holland.
In 1960, Bernie immigrated to Edmonton, Alberta with his parents and
sister. Bernie pursued a degree in civil engineering at the University of
Alberta and swam competitively on the university swim team where he met
his beloved wife Jean. After university, Bernie and Jean moved to Toronto
where Bernie worked as a professional engineer designing and building
swimming pools. Lake Ontario was calling and it was not long before Bernie bought his first boat - a Flying
Dutchman. Bernie did everything with enthusiasm, and in typical Bernie style, Bernie and Jean also bought
the small cottage where they kept their boat on Frenchman's Bay in Pickering, Ontario. The cottage was
bought from Ralph Swan, and this was the beginning of a long career in the marine industry. Bernie and Jean
founded Swans Marina and ran the business for almost 50 years. A leader in the boating community, Bernie
supported the sport of sailing with an inclusive, generous, and hard work ethic. Throughout his life Bernie
supported all types of sailors in various ways such as developing grass roots high school and family learn to
sail programs, selling and servicing boats to new and long-term cruisers, and sponsoring racers and Olympic
sailing athletes. You could always find Bernie tying down a stranger's boat to weather a storm or
enthusiastically sharing his love and knowledge of boating. Despite working very hard, Bernie also found time
for other things he enjoyed - swimming, skiing, singing, and family. He was a passionate and compassionate
man, always caring and reaching out to those around him. Inspired by his own father who was an
entrepreneur and an artist, Bernie enjoyed and supported the arts. He loved dearly and leaves behind his
wife of 50 years, Jean; children Katherine (JP), Carol (Richard), Bernard (Nadia); grandchildren, Eileen,
Clara, John, Bernard, Simon, Isabel and Audrey; nieces and nephews, Kim, Dean, and Jill; great-nieces
Kassandra, Tyja, and Sam; and extended family in Canada and abroad. His spirit lives on in the wind that fills
our sails and in all of us whose lives he touched. There will be a celebration of life party when large
gatherings are permitted so that family, friends, and Bernie's community can come together to celebrate
Bernie's life in the way he would like. In lieu of flowers, please consider donations to Ontario Sailing in
support of Youth & Able Sailing Programs.
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An Irish Sailor’s Blessing

May the seas lie smooth before you.

May a gentle breeze forever fill your sails.

May sunshine warm your face, and kindness warm your soul.

Unknown source
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