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What a fabulous Colour!!!!!!
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General Meeting is Monday,
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Ron van der Wees

The Board
Commodore - Glen Dickson
Vice Commodore - Sam Cummings
Vice Commodore, Facilities - Byron Lucas
Rear Commodore, Fleet - Dave Riegert
Rear Commodore, Harb our - Greg Greason
Rear Commodore, Junior Sail - Kevin Guerin
Secretary (acting) - Bob Stob ie
Treasurer - Dave Alexander
Past Commodore (acting) - Denis Carrier

Committee Chairs
Cruise Committee - Mike Brajac
House Committee - Chris Smith
Boat Committee - Bruce Stephen
Grounds Committee - Peter Chalkley
Entertainment Committee - Annette Reesor
Memb ership Committee - Louie Skretas
Pub lic Relations Committee - Ed Fulton
Web master - Doug Welch
Sailing School Director - Jeff Blundell
Club Steward - Maureen Tutty

Thanks should go to Faye Flood (and John)
for their efforts on club merchandise.
Check out the short article in this issue.

This is the final issue of Sailpast
for 2016....next issue will be
January 2017.
Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year.
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Of Special Note
The TRCA has provided a special thank
you to us for the efforts of Rosemary
Oliver for the Monarch Waystation. A
letter from them is at the end of this
newsletter. Also see the article from
Rosemary on the Butterfly Garden, in this
issue.
Club facilities will have limited access the
first week of December as the carpets are
being cleaned and will require a few days
to dry.
Dave Riegert is looking for volunteers to
do some repair work on the wood bases
of selected racing trophies. This is noted
in his article later in this issue.
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We have news of an old friend.....John
Frenke ......a long time member who
many of you will remember from race
nights and various work parties. He
apparently is doing quite well and still
racing his Nonsuch. Check out the last
page of the newsletter!
As a final note for this final 2016 issue of
Sailpast, please have a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.
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Commodore's Report
I’m told this is the last edition of Sailpast
for 2016. So, a few things to reflect upon
from this season.
First off, my thanks to our tireless crew of
fundraisers. Lori Robinson, with her
team of helpers and Alan May handling
Auctioneer duties kicked the year off with
a bang. The Marine Auction shocked us all
with it’s success. That event alone raised
over $4000 for the club, which was the
goal I had set for the entire year. Lori also
handled the Wednesday race night
barbecues and put together our 2017
calendars for sale with great pictures of
the club, members, and boats from the
past year. Also adding to our fundraising
goal was Isabella Zeeb, Chef Izzy, and her
fabulous Friday Night Dinners. Isabella
took over what used to be a volunteer
event, and her efforts contributed $3000
to the coffers. Michele Stratton also
arranged for the new FBYC Burgee
stickers for our boats, which added
another $400.
In all, these people helped us raise almost
$10,000 this year, which really helps us
fund the Wish List items when we always
seem a bit pressed with the budget.
I should also thank Susan Ross and
Banners Plus. Susan helped us out with
printing the stickers and calendars, and
Banners Plus also donated the new sign
that graces the garden by the main gate.
The funds raised helped us buy a new
large barbecue and build the new covered
barbecue pad.
Speaking of which, we should also
recognize the efforts of Alan MacDonald
who designed and built the pad, Brent
Hughes and Alan May of UCCI for
donating the frame, and Greg Greason for
arranging the canopy.
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After taking care of a number of small
items with the fundraised money, the next
task is a gas fireplace for the regatta
room. I’ve run into a few snags with
getting that completed, but we hope to get
it done in time for the Christmas season.
We’ve had to make a change in the Board
for 2017. Erick Magi has decided to take
advantage of a crazy housing market, and
has sold his home and moved to a nice
waterfront property up north. As such,
Erick has sent his apologies, but the
distance just isn’t going to make handling
past commodore duties possible. As such
he has sent his resignation from the
Board. To facilitate this, we will be
moving Denis Carrier to the position of
Past Commodore, and Bob Stobie will
assume the currently vacant role of
Secretary. This will allow us to continue
working on a 5 year plan.
Rates are going up! More discussion will
be had at the November general meeting,
but here’s the gist of it. Our property has
been (surprise, surprise) reassessed for
a higher value, so property taxes are
going up. And, Pickering Harbour is
upping our lease rates. 5% next year, and
2% per year after that. If you do the
simple math, that’s 10% over the next 5
years. It will obviously be reflected in the
budget for next year. Not a cause for
alarm yet, but something to keep in mind.
I think that’s about it until the new year, as
strange as that sounds to say. So, to all of
you from myself, Connie and Victoria, we
hope you have a Merry Christmas, a
spectacular holiday season, and a very
prosperous 2017!
- by Glen Dickson

© 2016 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club

5

Rear Commodore, Fleet
The coming of November signals the end
of the on-water boating season, but it also
brings the opportunity to celebrate the
activities of the past year.
November 5th was our awards night
where we handed out 18 trophies and
keeper plaques and 50 flags. Boat of the
year honours went to Mark Bowman and
crew with first runner up Chris Smith and
crew and second runner up Mike Brett.
A look in the trophy cabinet will illustrate
the extent to which racing has been a
significant part of the activities and
comradery over the years at FBYC. In that
regard, our trophies from time to time get
filled to capacity with shields of names.
There is one trophy needing its base to be
extended to be able to accept more
names of winners. The base is
approximately 6x12 inches. Please let me
know of you are willing to use your
woodworking skills for this task.
Also inform me of any suggestions of
topics or speakers for winter Wednesday
seminars.
Here is a link to awards night photos taken
by Fred Wolfel: https://goo.gl/photos/
hD86XgmMcfpxWeqi9
- David Riegert

Success is not final
Failure is not fatal
It is the courage to continue that counts.
- Winston Churchill
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Thanks to the Floods
The sweatshirt picture on the cover is
now available in that bright (almost
fluorescent) colour. They can be ordered
from the Floods. Other club merchandise
is also available as noted in previous
issues of Sailpast.

Monarch Watch

Faye should also be thanked for her
embroidery efforts on the club towels in
the kitchen.
The
butterfly Garden at FBYC at the inner end
of “C” Dock, which was established in
2010 at the request of the Toronto and
Region Conservation Authority, has
achieved the required criteria to be
recognized as a Monarch Waystation in
North America. Despite its small size,
the garden contains a wide variety of
flowering plants, including many native
species that provide not only a waystation
for Monarch Butterflies, but also for bees
and a multitude of other pollinators. We
have received a certificate from Monarch
Watch which will be displayed in the
clubhouse. There is much concern about
the decline in pollinators due to pesticides,
herbicides and habitat loss. As pollinators
are essential for the pollination of most of
the fruits and vegetables we eat, every
effort should be made to protect them, by
establishing and maintaining food sources
for them and by refraining from killing
them with noxious chemicals. At the end
of the flowering season, rather than
cutting the plants back, by leaving the
seeds to form, this allows for seedlings to
grow and for the birds to benefit from a
food supply during the winter.
The garden is now at the end of its
flowering season and we will look forward
to seeing it come to life again in the
spring, bringing colour to the club grounds
and a welcome waystation for pollinators.
- Rosemary Oliver
21/11/2016
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Entertainment Committee
Cruise Committee
It is a busy time arranging cruises for next
summer.
I am presently in contact with a number of
clubs to try and arrange a great schedule
for 2017. One cruise that is a little
different will be to Cobourg Marina for
Canada Day weekend. This will not be a
reciprocal cruise and cruisers will have to
pay regular marina charges. However, I
will speak to the Commodore of CYC, to
allow us access to their clubhouse and
BBQ’s during our visit. Cobourg puts on a
great event to celebrate Canada Day.
They rearranged their docks and they now
accept reservations. Reservations for
Canada Day open in March. There is a
13.00 dollar non-refundable reservation
fee. I will call and e-mail the Marina in
March with our cruise list.
Starting December 1, I will sign up 10
boats and will start a wait list. Since
people are not down at the club as much
this time of year, I will accept sign-ups by
e-mail at mike.brajac@gmail.com. I will
collect the reservation fee from you at
various events at the club over the
holidays. With a wait list, I can refund
money and add boats as required.
The cruise schedule should be finalized
for the next issue of Sailpast.
- Mike Brajac
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It’s hard to believe that we are wrapping
up 2016! Where does the time go?!?
And yet looking back, it’s been another
busy year at the club. The main events
that the Entertainment Committee
organized for you were: Minute-to-win-it,
Robbie Burns, Superbowl, St Paddy’s
Pub night, Spring Potluck, 6-week Yoga,
Corn Roast, Costume Party, Banquet.
There is one more event for 2016, coming
up on Saturday December 10. Please
join us for our annual Christmas Potluck
and white elephant gift exchange ($10-15
range). The bar will be open at 6pm, and
we will aim to eat at 6:30. Bring a savoury
dish (hot or cold) to share, and don’t
forget about dessert. ;)
Entertainment Committee will be
conducting an online survey in the next
few weeks. It won’t take too much of your
time, so we ask that you please complete
it. It will give us a better pulse of the what
you like, want to see more of, or less of,
etc. We want to hear from you, so when
the link appears in your inbox, please take
a moment to complete the survey.
Thanks in advance. :)
Entertainment Committee wishes you all
the best for the holiday season, and 2017.
- Annette Reesor
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Caribbean Adventure
Ed Note: In early September, Tom Wood
and Louise Wright left on a fabulous
adventure on 'Blue Lady......sailing south
for an extended vacation to the
Caribbean. The following text and photos
have been provided by Tom and Louise
as they make there way south.
Unfortunately, not all the photos Tom and
Louise have provided can be included but
hopefully we can convince Tom to put on
a slide show when he returns in the future.
*********************************************
*********************************************
************
Sept 5 4 Am woke up in the middle of the
night and thought to have a look at the
weather. 2 good days then 15 knots plus.
Time to go! We left at 3:50 pm for
Cobourg. We had been told by 2 different
people to avoid taking our mast down in
Oswego (Fairport is another good option).
It seems the town is trying to make as
much money as they can off sailors. The
local Yacht club was forced to stop doing
reciprocals. So we took the mast down at
FBYC and crossed as a motorboat. We
had a long but enjoyable crossing from
Cobourg to Oswego. WE cleared in by
video phone and the next day an officer
arrived to issue a cruising permit. We did
our first lock later that day and it was
really quite easy but you do need gloves.
We got to Pheonix the first night. Free
dockage, showers and a nice town. We
spent 2 nights. On my first trip south we
thought the canals were going to be
something we endured to get to the better
parts and were pleasently surprised, and
the same happened again. When I get old
and trade my sailboat for a power boat I
will have to do the canals often.
Every where sailors go there are nice
friendly people who love to chat about
21/11/2016

where you are from, where you are going
and like to ask questions about your boat.
Sometimes they even ask if they can see
the inside of your boat. The difference in
America is that many of these people
travel in groups that dress identically,
carry badges and are armed. They even
did side scans with a sonar device. It
seems the local sheriff has a new gadget
and they are learning how to use it, at
least that is what the coast guard guys
(and and gal) told us. All very nice and as
usual a pleasure to have guests aboard.
One important thing we did learn is that in
some regions they expect you to call in
every time you move as part of the
cruising permit process and other regions
do not want you to call that often, very
confusing and sometimes frustrating
when they don't even answer the phone.

copyright Louise Wright

Again we took advantage of good weather
and crossed Oneida Lake on a sunny day
with light winds. Others got held up and
lost a day. As well we got a swim in and
enjoyed a beer with some locals while
standing in warm water off the beach. The
community of Sylvian beach is a beautiful
beach resort town. We pushed on and
throught the Troy lock and into the
Hudson. At Catskill we had the mast put
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up at the Hop-O-Nose marina. One of the
guys there figures he has done a
thousand masts and they do it well. They
mentioned the cat auction. Cat
auction???

anchorage it was quite calm. There is
also a very sheltered pond but it is tricky
to get into but would be better in wind
conditions that would make the main
harbour uncomfortable.

Local artists are commissioned by local
businesses to paint ceramic cats. They
are all the same size, about 2 ft tall. The
auction is a big deal. We sat with a bunch
of adult siblings that came from as far as
Texas to meet and bid on cats. They
spent several thousand dollars and got
out bid on one cat when they wouldn't go
over $3000. The cats are painted to be
weather resistant and spend the summer
on display outside throught out the town
with the auction at the end of the summer.
There were quite a few cats and many
went for big$, the money goes to support
local projects.

I will continue the tale later but currently
we are in the inner Baltimore harbour
(very protected) waiting out some bad
weather. Next week for the Annapolis
boat show they are expecting 40 knot
winds from the wrong direction. We are
thinking about where to go to be ready and
have a 2 day weather window coming up
to move.

The Hudson went by quickly although the
timing of the tidal currents did not work out
well for us. We did push on one night and
got a push of about 1.5 knots until we quit
about 10 pm. NewYork city is always
interesting to see on the way by. There is
much controversy about how to do the
city while you are there. The choices are
1) moor in 1/2 moon bay (North of the city)
and take the train in, 2) stay on a mooring
at the 79th st boat basin (dock is no
better) or 3) stay at the Liberty boat basin
($4 per foot plus the ferry across). The
best report came from a boat that did the
1/2 moon bay option, great anchorage and
1/2 hr to Grand Central Station. We
skipped the city and will likely do it on the
return trip.
We took advantage of the calm weather
and anchored at Sandy hook with several
other boats before heading down the New
Jersey coast. WE did a long day an got
into Atlantic City just after dark. The wind
had been off the ocean on a broad reach
and we motor sailed. This resulted in a
beam reach into the harbour and it was a
bit of a sleighride. Once into the
© 2016 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Bye for nowAfter the sleigh ride into Atlantic city the
entrance to Cape may was quite civilized
except for the wake from huge sport
fishing boats. Cape May was expected to
be one of the highlights and it was. We
got a great anchoring spot close to the
coast guard training facility. We had seen
the beaches of the Jersey shores and
finally got a chance to be on one. It was
hot enough to lie on the beach and
pretend we were further south. We had
seen the water temp on the instruments
so were not tempted to take a dip, it was
quite rough as well since the cape is
exposed and very shallow. This was also
the first real chance to get fresh sea food
and this is a serious drain on the cruising
budget. We also went north by Uber to
Wildwood and this is a good side trip. We
have been going through belts for the big
alternator and managed to find spares. I
think the real issue is getting enough
tension.
There was considerable discussion
amoungst the skippers about when to go
up the Delaware bay. One skipper
decided Monday was the day and many
others decided that was good too, us
included. I don't know if it would have
been better if we had waited but it was
really rough. Everyone used the same
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word to describe it: washing-machine. On
my previous trip the Deleware was flat so
it is possible to have a good trip down the
Delaware. The AIS was handy as we
were able to talk to ships that were
passing us about where they wanted us.
Later in a seminar we were to be advised
that ships are used to anyone of
significance having AIS and so they only
answer if you call by name. If you call
"red ship near marker 123" they won't
reply.
One of the boats we have been with
picked up a crab trap line and floats in the
Delaware. They had the wind behind them
and about 4 hours to go so they called
Boat US to have a tow boat meet them
before the C&D (Chesapeake and
Delaware) canal. As the tow boat was
towing along side the owner of the sail
boat expressed his concern to the tow
boat operator that he might pull out the
cleats. The sampson post in the tow boat
came out instead. A larger tow boat came
out and all was well. Everyone has either
a BoatUS or Seatow membership. In this
case the tow would have been $800 but
was covered under the membership. We
have heard of much bigger tows. You
need to book the membership ahead of
your trip by a month I think for BoatUS and
a day ahead for Seatow I think.
After the rough day in the Delaware we
deserved a marina and there was a nice
one in the C&D canal. The C&D at night
is nice with all the lights.
We anchored the next day in the Sasafras
river but near the mouth. Too many crab
traps and this made for some worrisome
driving. With some weather closing in
and rumours of Mathew we went to the
Baltimore inner harbour. Just enough
space in the anchorage for us along with
4 other boats. Being there gave us some
stuff to do while we waited out some rain.
We were anchored right next to a WW2
submarine. During the day we heard
21/11/2016

"aehuga aehuga Dive Dive" we toured the
sub and a restored naval sailing vessel.
We pushed on to Annapolis in less than
ideal weather in hopes of securing a good
spot for the boat show and possibly as a
spot to weather Mathew. We arrived an
hour before the last mooring was gone.
Most of the moorings are not far enough
up the creeks to get really good protection
but are tucked in enough to be ok in some
winds and really good in other wind
directions. They are however reputed to
be really solid and not a bad option in a
hurricane. The Boat US site suggests
that the right marina is your best option
and many marinas a really bad option
unless you haul out. Most insurance
companies will cover some of the haul out
if there is a named storm expected to hit
in 5 days or less. On the Wednesday
before the boat show (show is Cdn
thanksgiving weekend) we were
considering going into hurricane prep
mode when the predictions became less
worrisome.
We had a front row seat for the show and
for it going together. For a few days we
watched various docks, some of them
quite long being pushed and pulled into
place. At the same time boats were being
maneuvered into place as the docking
system went together.
Cruisers worry about the big event that
takes a huge chunk out of the cruising
budget,things like engine failure, urgent
trips home etc. The one nobody talks
about is the Annapolis sailboat show.
There is a sign near the entrance to the
boat show that it will cost you $18 per day.
This is very misleading. The cost is way
way more. The cruisers here will tell you
to add a few zeros to the daily cost of
attending. You can get a really nice
cruising boat for $1.6M US. As well the
cost of everything is more around
Annapolis. The Uber driver told me that is
was worth going to another town if you
© 2016 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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need reasonably priced groceries. A
bottle of wine that is $12 Cdn at home is
over $20 US at the nearby wine store.
There are however some really good boat
show specials and you often save the
shipping too. We picked up an EPIRB
and saved quite a bit. We were prepared
to go with a US registered unit but one of
the dealers at the show offered to
reprogram one to Canadian numbers as
long as we gave him a couple of days to
do it. I have figured that for sailors this
show is worth the time and expense more
so than the Toronto show. There are alot
of sailboats to see, too many to count.

copyright Louise Wright

Although we intended to do a longer day
we stopped at Solomons Island because
the next stop was too far. It was certainly
a good place to visit and will likely be a
stop on the way home. It also shows that
to be known as desirable really only needs
one or two really photogenic things. Kind
of like online dating I guess. One of the
highlights is the light house that was
moved into the town when it was
decomissioned. The board walk
deserves a special mention.

We are heading towards Hampton to join
the Hampton Snow bird rendezvous and
after that we will join the Sail to the Sun
rally down the ICW to Miami. Some of our
friends and some that are doing the rally
got stuck further north waiting for weather.
Having extra days to burn for weather
issues is really essential. WE realize that
there is much to see in the Chesapeake
and it will have to wait for the return trip.
Some days the weather has been
fabulous and some nights quite cold.

This morning we had just enough fog to
make for some special scenery which
did't translate into good pictures. The fog
bank to the west was something I haven't
seen before, kind of like dark clouds
hugging the earth and nice sky above.
Next is Deltaville, we will have to skip
Reedsville which looks like another must
do on the way home. The weather is
perfect, less than a foot of chop wind on
the port beam although not enough to turn
off the motor so we are motor-sailing at 6
1/2 knots.

To follow our progress find an AIS
vesselfinder site and type in mmsi #
316030576 or just type Blue Lady and
pick the Canadian one. We leave the AIS
on all the time and it will often show you
right where we are along with heading and
speed.
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- Tom Wood
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Events Calendar
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Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club
635 Breezy Drive
Pickering, Ontario L1W 2X4
fbyc@fbyc.ca
Attention: Rosemary Oliver via olivers@sympatico.ca
November 10, 2016
Re: Monarch Waystation status
Dear Rosemary,
I am writing to congratulate the Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club on the recent achievement of
being recognized as a Monarch Waystation. Monarch butterflies are remarkable insects and
have a special connection to the Toronto area as their amazing migration was discovered by the
late University of Toronto scientist Dr. Fred A. Urquhart and his wife Norah.
As a Special Concern species protected under the Endangered Species Act, monarch
butterflies require special attention to their breeding and nectaring habitat, especially at staging
areas before they cross barriers like Lake Ontario. Toronto and Region Conservation
appreciates the Club’s commitment to environmental stewardship and look forward to your
continued support to help us to help achieve The Living City vision.

Yours in conservation,

Chandra Sharma
Director, Watershed Strategies
csharma@trca.on.ca
extension 5237

NEWS FROM AN OLD FRIEND.........................................

(reprinted from the fall issue of GAM)

