Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club Newsletter
December 2020 Issue

FROM THE EDITOR

"The pessimist complains about the wind;

Welcome to the December 2020 issue of Sailpast.
Hope all is well with you and your families.

the optimist expects it

to change;

Our November General Meeting is now in the books. Thanks everyone for
embracing the Zoom technology, and signing in for the meeting. Hopefully we
will return to normal gatherings some time soon.

the realist adjusts the

Wasn’t that Online Wine & Cheese party a wonderful way to spend an evening? Many thanks to Mary and her ‘elves’ for their hard work that resulted in
this COVID-inspired ‘Zoom’ party being a great success!

~ William Arthur Ward

We have many talented photographers in our membership. Lots of pictures
are posted on the club website, and in the FBYC Facebook group each season, and I like to display some of them in our newsletter. Please note, there’s
a new contest in this issue presented by The Rigging Shoppe. Check it out!
I trust you’re all looking forward to the Holiday Season. Despite the fact that
health safety is shaping our choices as we plan our family and friend gatherings and activities, there are many creative ways to engage responsibly,
whether through technology, physical distancing or embracing the beautiful
Canadian winter activities outdoors. Be safe and be happy!

Mike Rennie

sails."
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Season’s Greetings!

Finally, 2020 is coming to an end and I for one am happy to say goodbye. This year has certainly been a
challenge for us all, but we did prevail and managed to get a lot done. Many thanks to the many hands
that are always willing to help out around the club. We are grateful for all the talented members that we
have at the club.
Though the sailing season was shortened we were still able to enjoy the season regardless of the restrictions. The last event of the season on December 5 th was the Wine and Cheese event. This event
had twenty-five families in attendance. I found the event to be very informative, and it was good to see all
the families in attendance. Good wines, good cheese and great conversation was had by all that attended.
We are keeping an open mind for next season, planning for any contingency that we may have to make
to accommodate any restrictions that may be placed upon us. FBYC is in good hands and we will continue to do our best to keep the club ship shape. As always if there are any suggestions that you may have
to improve the club please feel free to bring them to the Board’s attention.
In closing, I hope that everyone will take the time to enjoy all that the season has to offer. Whatever your
plans are, even if it is just staying at home with your immediate family members, do take the time to enjoy
them and realize how lucky we are to have them. Have a Safe and Healthy Holiday. From my family to
yours, I would like to wish you all a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. For those that do not
celebrate Christmas please have yourselves a very Happy Holiday! We look forward to seeing everyone
next year.
Mark Chin
Commodore 2020
Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club
© 2020 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Vice Commodore Report
Annette Reesor
They say hind sight is 2020 - if we apply that ‘2020’ wisdom to the year that’s past, it’s hard to see what
could have been done differently. Let’s face it, world leaders and health experts were flying by the seat of
their pants, sailing in uncharted water, not really knowing how to best handle this pandemic. In truth, they
didn’t really know how this corona virus was spread, only that it was spreading!!
I remember in the initial lockdown, when we all started working from home. Jeff & I would remark how ‘it’s
been 3 weeks since our cars left the driveway’…. ‘it’s been 4 weeks since we’ve gone anywhere’…. ‘it’s
been 5 weeks’, and so on…… Thank God we didn’t know just how long it would last at that point!!
Then came the warmer weather, and it was decided that as long as people kept their distance, it was safe
to be ‘together’ in an outdoor setting. Lucky for us, boating was deemed a safe activity, giving marinas
and clubs the green light to launch boats. (a very happy day for me)
Summer passed quickly, as it always does, but especially with a late start that we had. Activities around
the club were done with caution and care, and we managed to not have any COVID outbreak at FBYC.
We all got used to putting on a mask to go into the building. Most of us, used our own galley facilities, instead of using the kitchen upstairs, and we even got used to our ‘screen door’ ordering for the bar patio.
For those of us who were able to launch our boats, life around the club was pretty great - considering we
were in the middle of a global pandemic!
Autumn was a bit more challenging. Suddenly it was kind of cold to be sitting outside visiting. Creative
ways of being able to ‘gather’ were being implemented, with patio heaters, fire pits and outdoor shelters. It
worked for a while, but eventually the temperatures were too chilly, plus the daily number of COVID cases
were growing, with people returning to school/work and dropping their guard. Now we’re back to lockdown
once again, ordering groceries, doing online Christmas shopping, and having zoom pub nights. The difference this time: there is a light at the end of the tunnel!!! In the coming months, we’ll have the pleasure of
rolling up our sleeves, (not only for a work party) but for that long awaited vaccine!! Yay
Most of us know someone who has been impacted by
COVID. It’s very difficult if you can’t visit a loved one in hospital, or grieve together when a loved one has died during
COVID. I can’t really imagine how a person gets through the
grief all alone, without family and friends to hold each other
up…. and yet the world keeps going.
As we bring this 2020 to a close, my wish for you is that you’ll
stay healthy, continue being diligent, making the big sacrifices for each other, so that we can all make it safely to the day
of the vaccine.

Annette
© 2020 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club

December 2020

4

SAILPAST

December 2020 Issue

Online Wine & Cheese Party
Thanks to Mary and her ‘elves’ for organizing an enjoyable and informative evening on December 5th!
The wine, the charcuterie, the vintners, the sommelier, the friendship, all combined to create a wonderful Seasonal celebration. Here are the presenters, along with some of the attendees… sorry if I
missed anyone!

© 2020 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Member Profile – A Monthly Sailpast Feature
Klara Andersson & Gabriel Beauchesne-Sévigny
Northern 29 - ”Prosperity”
When did you become a member of FBYC?
We became members in October 2020.
How long have you been a sailor?
We've both been sailing on other people's boats when we were
younger, but really, we've become sailors when we acquired
Prosperity together in the spring of 2019.
Is 'Prosperity' your first sailboat?

Yes. We both grew up on the water paddling in different canoes and kayaks, but neither of us
owned a sailboat before. We fell in love with Prosperity at first sight. We want it to carry us on
many adventures and become the place we spend time with our growing family. Also, this is a
boat propelled by the wind, not solely by our arms, so it's great fun!
How was your 2020 sailing season?
As a family, we slept on Prosperity
numerous times. We'd wake up
early to our daughter singing with
the birds at sunrise and push off
the dock for a morning sail. Those
moments were an amazing discovery. We also had a great end to
the season spending the last
month at FBYC. This is such a
great place to talk and learn more
about how to sail and care for our
boat. Finally, Gabriel and 2 friends
took part in one of the last pursuit races of the season and truly
enjoyed it. We hope to participate
on a regular basis in 2021.

© 2020 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Any 'boat projects' planned for the off season?
We'd like to make a few adjustments to the cabin and make it a bit more child friendly. This involves a new countertop and cushions. A more serious project would be to refloor the cockpit
as we have some soft spots and cracks in the gelcoat and fiberglass. Gabriel has already
watched hours of youtube videos on how to fix this but who knows if it will get done this year.
As sailors, we all have stories. Share one with us (something
that went really well, really badly, really funny, something you're
really proud of, etc.)
Taking our family members and friends who have never dreamed they would be sailing one day
is always special. Klara had her sister's family and her parents out on the boat. Gabriel had his
parents, aunts and uncles come and that went really well.. Things don't always go as planned
though. When Gabriel brought his boss' family for a cruise at 0-2 kts, and the Atomic 4 decided
the ignition key wire sending the charge was just not enough to start it back up, a few nervous
laughs and concerned looks were exchanged. Especially because it happened in the middle of
Toronto Harbour's channel. Luckily, our lucky charm screwdriver helped once again jump start
the engine and home we went, truly relieved.
Outside of sailing, is there anything you'd like your fellow FBYC
Members to know about you? (special skills, hobbies, etc.)
We both love the water, you will either see us out on the water in our canoe, surf ski or on a
surf board catching the wind while kitesurfing.

© 2020 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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News From Rear Commodore Fleet
Chris Viscount
The sailing community lost a great friend with the passing of
Dave Hinton, the owner of (LCM) Loyalist Cove Marine this
month. Our thoughts go out to Michelle Hinton for her loss. Dave
was a great guy. He had great success growing his business
with his wife and business partner Michelle. Dave was also a
great racer. He ran and participated in many sailing events. He

was friends with Dr. Stuart Walker the famous Soling sailor and
author. I remember Dave showing me one of Stuart's Solings
that he owned. When I was the head instructor at Frenchman’s Bay, Dave's wife Michelle was one
of my instructors. Michelle also worked for Bernie and Jeanie Lutmer at Swans, as did I.
I won't forget the night that the Hintons, Strattons,Viscounts, Murrisons and Larry Jensen had dinner in Kingston. After dinner we hopped on Dave's speed boat back to LCM for late night cocktails!
This ride was wild… high speed, big waves and darkness. I was glad to dock that night.
I would like to thank Tom Woods for all the help he has given me and continues to give me. I have
asked Tom to be our liaison with LORC. In this issue of Sailpast please find Tom's excellent summary of the 2020 fall LORC meeting.

Very shortly, I will be looking for people to help paint the racing marks. I plan to do this in stages
indoors.

Winter Tips...
Everyone needs a sailing fix this time of year. I highly recommend following the Vendee Globe online, the race has been
full of excitement and the Americas cup pre racing is about
to start up. Both are fun to watch. We are planning a full racing schedule for next year, so get prepared this winter.

See you out there!

Winter storms and low temperatures
can be tough on your boat! During the
winter, check in after any bad storms
to ensure your cover is secure. Also,
set yourself a reminder to charge your
batteries every month or so if you’ve
left them aboard. Ensure that there
aren’t any places for water to collect,
freeze and damage your craft.
The Editor

Chris

© 2020 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Updates from Lake Ontario Racing Council (LORC)
by Tom Wood
This year’s LORC meeting like everything else was held virtually. There has been a changing of the executive, we may see some changes over the next few years. Those of you who did interclub races near Toronto
will remember the 6 interclub races that LORC has been running for some time and still does. They ran
some of those last year and will run similar races again this year. They recently did a survey and found that
there is significant desire from racers for something different and this is being discussed. The idea that other
clubs could be a bigger part of LORC has been heard by the executive in a significant way.
The interesting news for this year includes the crew bank and some news about IRC and ORC. The crew
bank is available for all racers on the lake and runs on a very nice platform that has been operating in the
USA and world wide. As well it can be used as a crew management tool. It can be found at https://
lorc.railmeets.com/ . I had trouble getting it to link but typing "lorc railmeets" into a search engine got me
there too.
For some time now really serious racers were racing under the IRC handicap system. It was more accurate
than PHRF being based on boat measurements, weight and a secret VPP (velocity prediction program) .
One of the disadvantages was the cost of weighing your
boat. It looks like IRC will be replaced on Lake Ontario
by the "ORC club" handicapping which has been growing in Europe, the USA and the Canadian west coast.
As well as being a rating method having good science
behind it the scoring also takes into consideration the
winds so that if the winds are not favorable for your boat
the scoring gives you a more favorable handicap. I
think it is possible that this might replace PHRF.
The ORC handicap is relatively easy to get if they already have a boat like yours in their database. I typed
ORC sailing data into search engine and got https://
jieter.github.io/orc-data/site/ . Once there if you type the
right info about your boat in to the search bar you might
find some interesting data. It took me some time to understand how to search. If you type too much in you
don't get good results. I typed "Beneteau Idylle 1550"
and didn't get anything sensible. However if I type
"1550" into the search bar the list on the left shows 3
boats and one is like mine. Clicking on that boat gives
me the details of the boat, the ratings and a nice set of
polars. The extended csv option and some digging
gives me target speeds. That this boat is in there
means I can get a rating easily.

© 2020 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Looking for some excitement… check out Vendée
Globe 2020. The leaders are close together!
Download the app and follow this exciting solo race around the globe.
You can access real time updates, stats, live interviews and information
about each of the brave and talented men and women skippering these
yachts.

The Odyssey of Iliad II
With visions of balmy evenings dancing in their
heads, Louie and Sophia have resigned themselves to the fact that the Holiday Season will
be spent in northern climes! They are approaching it philosophically, though. This newly
retired couple find enjoyment in so many different activities, that this shift in plans is merely a
bump in the road!
As we approach
Spring, Sailpast
will pick up “The
Odyssey of Iliad
II” where we left
off, and follow
their highly anticipated preparation
for the journey of
a lifetime.

© 2020 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Lake Ontario Water Level Update - December 9, 2020
Actual end of week level: 74.61 (244.78)

Average this time of year: 74.53 (244.52)

Levels that would have occurred had there been no Lake Ontario regulation: 75.48 (247.64)
For the coming week, the average Lake Ontario outflow is expected to be 8,110 m 3/s, which is the maximum
safe navigation flow (Plan 2014 L Limit) that applies at the current level of Lake Ontario. The actual flow during the week may vary depending on conditions in the St. Lawrence River.

Attention
All
Photographers!

The Rigging Shoppe
wants your photos of
FBYC boats, members,
and memories. We will
be choosing one photo
each month to use in
our Sailpast advertisement. We will not use it
elsewhere. Each photo
contributor will be eligible to win a $25.00
Rigging Shoppe gift
card which we will draw
monthly, starting in January and continuing
throughout 2021.
Send jpeg photos to
photos@riggingshoppe.com

© 2020 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Visions of
Christmas
Past…
here’s to hoping
next year sees
us back to our
favourite
Christmas
Festivities at
FBYC!

© 2020 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Contact Us

FBYC “est” List...
Longest Boat: 51 ft ‘White Diamond’ (Tom Wood)
Widest Boat: 14.75 ft ‘Liza’ (Steve Hammond)
Deepest Draft: 6 ft 9 in ‘Tornado’ (Bruce Zagrodney)

Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club
635 Breezy Drive
Pickering, Ontario L1W 2X4

Longest Active Members: Phil & Elaine Gwilliames (1970)

Contact Sailpast Editor at
(sailpast@fbyc.ca)

Newest Members: Janet Boychuk & Ernie Spraggs (Dec 2020)

Visit Frenchman’s Bay Yacht
Club on the web at www.fbyc.ca

*Highest Historical water level: 75.91 m (June 2019)
*Lowest Historical water level: 73.74 m (December 1934)
Recent(est) water level: 74.61 m (Week ending Dec 9, 2020)

*Source:

Historical Monthly Mean Water Levels from the Coordinated network for

each of the Great Lakes—Fisheries & Oceans Canada
Feel Free to contact ‘Sailpast’ to add an ‘est’ or correct the list if it’s not accurate(est)!

5ft 4 Inch “Father’s Day” Is The Smallest
Boat to ever cross the Atlantic Ocean.
Look up this book to learn more...

From: Superyacht Times

Photo: Nicholas Canepa

Designed and built to cross oceans under sail power alone, Black Pearl is
widely considered as the largest sailing yacht in the world at 106-metres in
length. Delivered to her owner in 2018 and built by the Oceanco shipyard
in the Netherlands, Black Pearl, with her sophisticated energy-generation
system and high-tech DynaRig setup by Dykstra Naval Architects is one of
the most advanced yachts of her kind and was developed by her boundary
pushing owner together with a world-class design team.

© 2020 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club

December 2020

15

